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At a Meeting of the General Association of Connecti- 
cut, holden at Farmington, the third Tuesday of 
June, A. D. 1811: Present, 


Rev. Messrs. From 
sarap ecg D. D. : Hartford North Association 
Prince Hawes, , 
Joshua L.. Williams, : Hartford South 


Timothy Dwight, D. D. 
Erastus Scranton, 


David Smith, 
Aaron Dutton, 


Joel Benedict, D. D. 
Joseph Strong, D. D. 


Wilham Fisher, , 
William Bonney, ‘ Fairfield West 


, New Haven West 
‘ New Haven East 


: New London 


David Ely, D. D. ; 
Daniel Crocker, : Fairfield East 
Zebulon Ely, - 
Daniel Dow, Windham Original 
Samuel J. Mills . 

Daniel Parker, : Litchfield North 


| Maltby Gelston, ’ 
Sheanet. Tvien, } Litchfield South 
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General Asseciation of Connecticut. [ Avec. 


William Lyman, D. D. Micdlesex 


Nathan Williams, D. D. 


, a a Tolland 
Epbrann T. Woodruff, 


William Letta, 
William Neil, 
Gardner Spring, 


lrom the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United Statzs, 


Leonard Worcesier, 
Jedidiah Bushnell, 


tion of Congregational and 
Presbyterian Ministers in 
Vermont. 

From the General Associa- 
tion of Massachusetts Pro- 
per. 


Jaco Catlin, 


; From the General Conven- 


Seth Payson, D. D. Frem the General Associa- 
Walter Hurris, tion of New-Hampshire. 


‘Nhe Rev. Doctor Lyman was chosen Scribe ; the Rev. Doctor 
Perkins, Moderator ; and the Rev. David Smith, assistant Scribe. 

The certificates of delegation were read, and the Association 
was opened with prayer by the Moderator. 

Tie Associational sermon was preached by the Rev. Zebulon 
E!7, from Acts xvi. 17. 

The Rev. Messrs. David Ely, D. D. Joseph Strong, D. D. 
William Latta, Seth Payson, D.D. Jacob Catlin, Daniel Dow, 
und Leonard Worcester were appointed a Committee of Over- 
tures. 

The Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connecticut pre- 
sented a Report of their proceedings during the last year, which 
vas read and approved. The Report is as follows :* 

The Account of the Treasurer of the General Association, as 
aucited by the Auditor, was read and approved. 

Reports from the Delegates to Vermont and New Hampshire 
were read. 

Fhe following persons were elected Trustees of the Mission- 
ary Socicty of Connecticut, for one year from the first Wednes- 
day of August next, viz. The Hon. Join Treadwell, the Hon. 
Asher Mitler, the Hon. Aaron Austin, the Hon. Jonathan Brace, 
noch Perkins, Esq. David Hale, Esq. the Rev. Messrs. Nathan 
Perkins, D. D. Samuct Nott, Calvin Chapin, Moses C. Welch, 
Andrew Yates, and Ebenezer Porter. 

Andrew Kingsbury, Esq. was chosen Treasurer, and the Rev. 
Abel Flint, Auditor of the Missionary Society of Connecticut for 
one year from the first Wednesday of August next. 

The Rev. Abel Flint was chosen Treasurer, and the Rev. An- 
drew Yates, Auditor of the General Association, for the year en- 
suing. 


* This Report was fiublished in our last namber. 
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Wepvespay, June 19. 

Reports from the Delegates to the Presbyterian Church, and 
to Massachusetts Proper were read. 

In consequence of a resolution passed by the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Messrs. Nathan Per- 
kins, D. D. Abel Fiint, and Andrew Yates, the Hon. Jonathan 
Brace, the Hon. Theodore Dwight, and Ichabod L. Skinner, Esq. 
were appointed a Comimnittee to correspond, and act in concert 
with that body, or with any persons who may be appointed, or 
associated, for the purpose of devising measures, which may have 
influence in preventing some of the numerous and threatening 
mischiefs, which are experienced throughout our country, by the 
excessive and intemperate use of spirituous liquors. 

The Rev. Messrs. Benoni Upson, Amasa Jerome, and Aaron 
Dutton, were chosen Delevates to the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States, to convene at Phila- 
delphia, the third Thursdzy of May, 1812; and the Rev. Messrs. 
Lyman Beecher, Abel M‘Ewen, and William Robinson, were 
chosen substitutes. 

The Rev. Zebulon Ely was chosen Delegate to the General Con- 
vention of Congregational and Presbyterian Ministers in the State 
of Vermont, to convene the first Tuesday of September next ; and 
the Rev. Jonathan Miller his substitute. 

The Rev. Messrs. Elijah Waterman and Erastus Ripley were 
chosen Delegates to the General Association of Massachusetts 
Proper, to convene in June, 1812 ; and the Rev. Messrs. Diodate 
Brockway, and Noah Porter were chosen substitutes. 

The Rev. Messrs. William Lyman, D. D. and Frederic W. 
Hotchkiss were chosen Delegates to the General Association of 
New Hampshire, to convene the third Wednesday of September 
next; and the Rev. Messrs. Abel Flint and Danicl Dow were 
chosen substitutes. 

A Letter addressed to the General Association from the Rev. 
Benjamin Trumbull, D. D. on the subject of his history was read : 
Whereupon, the Rev. Doctors Dwight, Ely, and Payson were 
appointed a Committee to prepare and report to this Body a letter 
of thanks to Doctor Trumbull for his faithful and successful la- 
bors in executing the business of an historian, assigned to him by 
the General Association. 

The Rev. Doctor Benedict, and the Rey. Messrs. Dutton and 
Catlin were appointed a Committee to take into consideration the 
request of Doctor Trumbull, for assistance in supplying matter 
for his proposed ecclesiastical history, and to report to this Body. 

The Rev. Messrs. Nathan Perkins, D. D. Abel Flint, and Cal- 
vin Chapin were appointed a Committee to enquire into the pro- 
ceedings of the Consociation of Tolland County, on the sixteenth 
day of April last, relative to the existing differences between the 

Rev. Abiel Abbott and tie Church in the first Ecclesiastical So- 
ciety in Coventry ; and alsointo the proceedings of the Council 
which met, on the same subject, on the fifth of Junc, instant, and 
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to report a statement of said proceedings to the next Genera{ 
Association. 

The Association proceeded to attend to a relation of the state 
of religion in the respective Churches and Societies under the su. 
perintendence of, and in connection with the General Association, 
‘The Rev. Messrs. Zebulon Ely, Daniel Crocker, Jedidiah Bush. 
nell, and Aaron Dutton, were appointed a Committee to take 
minutes of the relation, and make report to this Body. 


TuurspAy, June 20. 


The Committee, appointed to take into consideration the re- 
quest of Doctor ‘Yrumbull, made a report which was accepted, as 
follows : 

Whereas Benjamin Trumbull, D. D. has communicated to 
the General Association of Connecticut his design to write, “ The 
history of the American Churches, of every denomination of 
Christians, within the United States of America ; noticing the 
place and period of their first appearance, the time of their immi- 
gration into America, the place of their settlement in this coun- 
try ; their peculiar doctrines and discipline, with their modes of 
worship,” has informed the Association, that he has already 
made considerable progress in the execution of the work, and has 
requested their assistance in procuring materials for the comple- 
tion of it: Therefore, 

Voted, That the General Association highly approve of Doctor 
Trumbull’s design, believing that such a work would be very in- 
teresting and useful ; and that the Association feel it to be their 
duty to render him all the assistance in their power. Also, 

Voted. That the Delegates of this Association to the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, to the General Conven- 
tion of Vermont, and to the General Associations of Massachu- 
setts Proper and New Hampshire, be directed to communicate 
Doctor i rumbull’s design to those bodies respectively, and, in 
the name of the General Association of Connecticut, solicit their 
aid to so laudable a purpose. 

The Committee, appointed to prepare a letter of thanks to 
Doctor Trumbull, reported the following, which was accepted. 


Farmington, June 20, 1811. 
Rev. and dear Sir, 


The General Association have received your letter of the 13th, 
inst. with much satisfaction. The information contained in it, 
concerning the progress which you have made towards comple- 
ting a general history of the United States, distinctly exhibiting 
the peculiar dispensations of divine goodness to their inhabitants, 
is peculiarly gratifying to this body. We are not insensible of 
the expense of time and labor necessarily involved in sucha 
work ; nor can we fail to consider it as a testimony of high re- 
spect to the General Assotiation, that, at their request, you have 
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1811.] General Association of Connecticut. 385 
undertaken a task of so much difficulty, and brought it so near 
to aconclusion. May God prolong your life and health, and en- 
able you to accomplish this important object ! 

By some of our members your history has been read ; by oth- 
ers its reputation is known. So far as we are severally acquain- 
ted with it, the manner in which it has been executed has given 
us much pleasure. To write on political and military subjects, 
in a religious manner, has been the employment of very few his- 
torians,—of fewer, by far, than good men must wish. The ex- 
ample, which, in this instance, you have set, will, we hope, be 
followed by others, in the present and succeeding generations. 
Shouid this hope be realized, History, we are persuaded, will 
become more instructive and more useful, and will assume her 
proper province, as an handmaid to religion. 

Your enlarvement of the original design, according to the sug- 
gestion of Gov. ‘SRuMBULL, and your comprehension of the 
whole period of our national history, we consider as judicious 
and desirable ; since, in our own view, the Providence of God, 
towards this country, im its infant state, was not less remarkable, 
less beneficent, nor less deserving of peculiar attention, than 
that which has distinguished its later periods. 

Accept our thanks for this useful work, and our best wishes 
for your welfare. 

ihe Rev. Messrs. Dow and Porter were appointed to return an 
an answer to a letter from Newburyport. 

The Rev. Messrs. William Lyman, D. D. Joel Benedict, D. D. 
Joseph Strong, D. D. Walter King, and Abel M‘Ewen, were 
appointed a Committee to enquire respecting the Eastern Asso- 
ciation of Windham County, and report tothe next General As- 
sociation. 

The following persons were appointed to certify the regular 
standing of preachers travelling from this into other parts of the 
United States, viz. Rev. Messrs. Nathan Perkins, D. D. William 
Robinson, Benjamin Trumbull, D. D. Matthew Noyes, Joseph 
Strong, D. D. Isaac Lewis, D. D. David Ely, D. D. Moses C. 
Welch, Samuel J. Mills, Ebenezer Porter, Joseph Vaill, and 
Nathan Williams, D. D. 

The following persons were’appointed receivers of money in 
their several Associations, for the treasury of the General As- 
sociation, viz. Rev. Messrs. Henry A. Rowland, William Rob- 
inson, Samuel Merwin, Erastus Ripley, Samuel Nott, Roswell 
R. Swan, Jehu Clark, Zebulon Ely, Charles Prentiss, Azel 
Backus, D. D. Aaron Hovey, and Ephraim T. Woodruff. 

Resolved, ‘That this Association will not, hereafter, receive 
any delegate from any Body of ministers, who shall be separated 
from the existing Associations, without the approbation of this 
Body. 

Voted, That the following resolution be referred to the next 
General Association, viz. That the gentlemen chosen substitutes, 
in the place of the several Commissioners, delegated to the sever- 
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al Ecclesiastical Bodies, connected with this Asscciation, be, 
hereafler, considered as Commissioners during the year follow. 
ing that in which they shell be chosen, without any new appoint. 
ment, unless they shall have already taken their seats in said Bo. 
dies, have resigned their offices, been removed by death, or va. 
cated it In some other manner. 

Voted, Yhat the vote of the last General Association respect: 
ing the register be rescinded. 

The Rev. Messrs. Limothy Dwight, D. D. David Ely, D.D. 
and Aaron Dutten, were appointed a Committee to take into 
consideration the expediency of settling ministers for a limited 
time ; and to make report to the next General Association, 

A letier from Doctor Cogswell of Hartford, in his own name, 
and in the name of Sylvester Gilbert, I-sq. of Hebron, was read : 
Whereupon, 

Voted, Vhat the several district Associations be requested to 
ascertain the number of persons, within their respective limits, 
who are deat and dumb,—of what ave they are,—of which Sex, 
—whether thev were born so, or became so by disease,—and at 
what age they became so, and of what disease ; and to muke re- 
port to the General Association, at their next session, cesiz- 
hating in their report the towns in which such persons live. 

List of unsettled ministers in the State, and of licentiates from 
the several Associations, viz. Of unsettled ministers, Rev. Messrs. 
David Avery, Mansfield; Simon Backus, Bridgeport ; Jona- 
than Bartlett, Reading ; Gershom Bulkley, Middletown ; Sam- 
uel Camp, Ridgeficid ; Aaron Cleveland, Hartford ; James Da- 
na, D. D. New Haven ; Asahel Hooker, Goshen ; John Hyde, 
xvanklin ; Calvin Ingals, Stafford ; Evan Johns, Berlin ; Gordon 
Johnson, Killingley ; Asa King, Pomfret; William Lockwood, 
Glastenbury ; Samuel Munson, Huntington; John Noyes, 
Norfield ; Samuel! Stebbins, Simsbury ; John Taylor, Enfield; 
Daniel Waldo, Suffield ; Simon Waterman, Plymouth ; Elijah 
G. Wells. Sterling. Of licensed Candidates, Messrs Daniel 
Banks, Weston; John Bartlett, New Haven; William Belden, 
Weston; Jonathan Bird, Berlin; Reuben Chapin, Somers; 
John Clark, Washington ; Chester Colton, Hartford ; Mills 
Day, Washington ; John G. Dorrance, Brooklyn ; Nathaniel 
Dwight, Wethersfield; Henry Frost, New Haven; <Asahel 
Gaylord, Norfolk ; Nathan Grosvenor, Sturbridge ; Gurdon 
Hall, Granville ; Lucas Hart, Burlington; Austin Hazen, Vere 
mont; Joseph Hovey, East Haddam; Daniel Huntington, New 
London ; Bela Kellogg, New Haven; Francis King, Vernon ; 
Gilbert R. Livingston, Red hook ; Amasa Loomis, East Wind- 
sor ; Harvey Loomis, Torringford ; John Marsh, Wethersfield ; 
Philander Parmele, Killingworth ; John Seward, Granville ; 
Henry Sherman, New Haven; Nathaniel Taylor, New Milford ; 
James W. Tucker, Danbury; Timothy Tuttle, Durham ; 
Hezekiah G. Ufford, Stratford ; Comfort Williams, Wethers- 
ficld, ‘Timothy Williams, Woodstock. 
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The Rev. Henry A. Rowland was appointed to preach the 
Concio ad clerum, at the Commencement in New Haven, Sep- 
tember next. 

Voted, Thatit be recommended tothe members of the respec- 
tive Churches, to furnish themselves with a treatise on the sub- 
ject of communion at the Lord’s supper. 

Voted, Yhat the next meeting of the General Association be 
at Sharon, at the house of the Rev. David L. Perry, on the third 
‘Tuesday of June, 1812, at tl o’clock, A. M. 

Voted, That 400 copies of extracts from the minutes of this 
Association be printed ; and that the Kev. Abel Flint be reques- 
ted to make the extracts and superintend the printing of the 
same. 

The Committe appointed to take minutes concerning the state 
of religion, from the relation of the several members of the As- 
sociation, made a report, which was accepted as foliows : 

‘“ Your Committee, to whom it was referred to take minutes, 
and draw up aconcise account of the state of religion, beg leave 
to submit the following Report.” 

* Though your Committee have not the happiness to announce 
such copious effusions of the Holy Spirit, as have been experi- 
enced in some past years, yet we tind, by a careful review of the 
accounts exhibited from various parts, that our covenant God 
and Saviour is not unmindful of his gracious promise, Lo, J am 
with you alway, even unto the end. We find some precious to- 
kens of his power, and the riches of his grace, in the enlarge- 
ment of his kingdom. In several Societies in this State, it has 
pleased God, in some measure, to pour out his Spirit, and make 
additions tohis Church. The Churches in the State appear gen- 
erally to be living in peace, and walking, in some good measure, 
agreeably to the orders of the gospel. They are generally sup- 
plied with pastors happily united, and laboring, we trust, with 
fidelity in the common cause. While we lament the removal by 
death of several dear and faithful brethren in the ministry, some 
of whom were in the midst of their days and usefulness, we have 
torejoice, and bless the Lord of life, that the lives of so many 
have been spared, and their labors continued.” 

“In our sister States of Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and 
Vermont, while we lament that many Societies are destitute of 
gospel ministers, and some of them, as with us, awfully stupid 
and indifferent with respect to the importance and glorious privi- 
lege of gospel ordinances ; we rejoice that in various places there 
has been, and continues to be, more or less special attention. 
The flourishing and religious state of the College in Middlebury, 
in Vermont, about half the number of students being professors 
of religion, has a most favorable aspect on the interests of Zion.” 

“ In the numerous congregations, under the care of the Gene- 
ral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America, amount- 
ing to nearly 800, with more than half that number of ministers, 
the cause of the Redecmer appears to be happily progressing.” 
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« The increasing exertions of Missionary Societies, for propa. 
gating the gospel in the new settlements, and among heathen 
tribes, together with numerous other benevolent institutions, 
which are happily multiplying from year to year, appear to be 
owned and blessed by our gracious God and Saviour. Infidelity, 
as far as we can discern, is losing ground, and though dange- 
rous errors exist, we hope they donot increase. The King of 
Zion has been pleased of late, in some remarkable instances, to 
interpose and display the power and riches of his grace, in chang- 
ing his most inveterate enemies into his cordial fricnds.” 

“On the whole, though we have to lament that we cannot, 
at alltimes, exhibit an account of the state of religion equally 
favorable, yet we rejoice that we can at all times place fuli confi- 
dence in our glorious Redeemer ; and rest. assured that he is 
taking the most wise and effectual measures to perfect his king- 
dom. Let, then, the servants of the most high God continue 
their exertions, knowing their labor shall not be in vainin the 
Lord.” 


After a prayer by the Rev. Mr. Neil, and singing an hymn, 


adjourned sine die. 


WILLIAM LYMAN, 
DAVID SMITH, 


Scribes. 


—at 


On the nature and extent of the 
Atonement with respect to its 
objects. 


No. Vil. 
(Continued from p. 247.] 


E will now endeavor to 
corroborate the truth of 
our doctrine, 

4. By the tenor of the sen- 
tence of the final Judge. This 
sentence is recorded in the xxv 
Chapter of Matthew, in the 
words following. 

“ When the Son of man shall 
come in his glory, and all the 
holy angels with him, then shall 
he sit on the throne of his glory. 
And before him shall be gather- 
ed all nations : and he shali sep- 
arate them one from another as 
a shepherd divideth his sheep 





from the goats : and he shall set 
the sheep on his right hand, but 
the goats on the left. Then 
shall the king say unto them on 
his right hand, Come, ye bles- 
sed of my Father, imheri: the 
kingdom prepared for you, from 
the foundation of the world. 
For I was an hungered, and ye 
gave me meat, I was thirsty, and 
ye gave me drink : I was a stran- 
ger, and ye took me in: Naked, 
and ye cothed me : I was sick, 
and ye visited me : I was in pris- 
on, and ye came unto me. 
Then shall the righteous answer 
him, saying, Lorp, when saw 
we thee an hungered, and fed 
thee : or thirsty; and gave thee 
drink? when saw we thee a 


stranger, and took thee in! of 
naked, and clothed thee? oF 
when saw we thee sick, or 10 
prison, and came unto thee: 
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and the King shall answer, and 
say unto them, Verily, I say un- 
to you, inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done 
itunto me. Then shall he say, 
ulso, unto them on the left hand, 
Depart from me, ye cursed into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels. For 1 
was an hungered, and ye gave me 
no meat: I was thirsty, and ye 
gave me no drink : I was astran- | 
ger, and ye took me notin: na- 
ked, and ye clothed me not: | 
sick, and in prison, and ye vis- | 
ited me not. Then shall they, | 
ulso, answer him, saying, Lorn, 
when saw we thee an hungered, 
or athirst, or a stranger, or na- | 
ked, or sick and in prison, and 
Cid not minister unto thee ? 
Then shall he answer unto 
them, saying, Verily, I say un- 
to you, inasmuch as ye did it 
not to one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye did it not to 
me: And these shall go away in- 
to everlasting punishment, but 
the righteous into life eternal.” 
No doubt “ every work will 
be brought into judgment, and 
every secret thing, whether it 
be good, or whether it be evil.” 
And, *“ we must all stand before 
the judgment-seat of Curist, 
that every one may receive the 
things done in his body, accor- 
ding to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad.” 
Still, the work of faith, or the 
want of it, will be the evidence to 
the assembled universe of our 
state and character, and the sen- 
tence will be grounded upon 
that evidence. The question 
will not so much be, are you 
sinners ? as have you complied 
with the act of grace published 





On the Alonement, 





to a fallen world? ‘The first 
VoL. 1V NO. 8. 








289 


question is settled by all Gon’s 
conduct towards us from the be- 
ginning, and especially by the 
Whole dispensation of the gos- 
pel ; and certain itis, that * he 
that believeth not is comdemued 
already, because he hath noi be- 
licved in the name of the only 
begotten Son of Gop.” ‘Lhey 
alone are freed from the present 
condemnation which are im 
Curisr Jesus, who walk not 
alter the flesh, but after the 
Spirit. Lhe whole tenor of the 
recited sentence shews, that the 
question will be, have you em- 
braced, or refused, the great 
salvation ? The sentence upon 
the wicked is, both in the terms 
and the substance, perfectly 
contrasted with that upon the 
righteous. ‘The work and la- 
bor of love ascribed to the 
righteous are not the ground of 
their acquittal, but they are ad- 
duced as the fruit and evidence 
of their faith : and the want or 
defect of that work and labor 
of love, charged on the wicked, 
demonstrates their want of faith. 
The whole is a visible and glo- 
rious verification of the truth of 
the declaration of the ascended 
Saviour, in the commission he 
gave to his apostles to preach 
the gospel to the whole world, 
* He that delieveth, shall be sa- 
ved, and he that Jdelieveth not, 
shall be damned. That it is 
faith which saves the righteous, 
and unbelief which damns the 
wicked, is evident from the con- 
sideration, that the Judge se- 
lects their treatment of him, 
personally, or in his members, 
as what discriminates them, 
from each other: indeed it is 
that alone which can discrimi- 
nate them. For they are alike 
sinners under the covenant of 
Nn 
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works. It is by this mark alone 
that the Great Shepherd divides 
the sheep from the goats. The 


1ighteous are saved as believers ; | 
the wicked are condemned as | 


unbelievers. Unbelief is the great 
sin which excludes from the 
earthly, and from the heavenly 
Canaan. The wiiterto the Fle- 
brews, speaking of the Israelites 
in the wilderness, 


forty years, was it not with 
them that had sinned, whose 


carcases fellin the wilderness ¢ } 


And to whom sware he, that 


they should not enter into his | 


rest, but to them that dekeved 
not? So we sce, that they 
could not enter in, because of 
unbeiief.? The same writer 
leads us to believe, that there 
still remaineth a rest to the peo- 
ple of Gop, of which that of 
Canaan was but a type, and 
that of the seventh day, but the 
emblem; and maintains, that 
they who have believed, do enter 
into that rest ; a rest, in which 
they cease from their own 
works, us Gop did from his: 
a holy rest of soul in Gop, an- 
ticipated in the present world, 


avd perfected in heaven ; and | 


then exhorts in the following 
words, * Let us labor, there- 
fore, to enter into that rest, lest 
any man fall! after the same ex- 
ample of unbelief.” 

Yhat the sense we have given 
of the sentence of the Supreme 
Judge is correct may be further 
evinced, by what St. Paul in his 
Epistle to the Romans teaches, 
concerning the rejection of the 
Jewish, and the adoption of the 
Gentile church ; and the readop- 
tion of the former, and commin- 
ation of the latter ; from which 
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demands, | 
« With whom was he grieved | 





[Aus. 


through faith, and their rejec- 
i; tion through unbelief. Speak- 
ing of the fall of the Israelitish 
church, he says, “ Because of 
unbelief they were broken off, 
)and thoy (the Gentile church) 
standest by fuith, be not high- 
' minded, but fear.’  « And they 
aiso, M they abide not in 
| unbelief, shall be graffed in, for 
Gop is able to graff them in 
again.” Dut not to enlarge on 
| so plain a point, it is most evi- 
dent, that as the language of 
the law was, DO AND LIVE; so 
‘that of the gospel is, petieve 
| AND BE SAVED: for the same 
apostle teaches, that Moses 
describeth the righteousness 
which is of the law, that the 
min which doth those things 
shall live by them; but the 
righteousness which is of faith 
speaketh on this wise, © If thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth the 
Lorp Jesus, and shalt believe 
in thine heart, that Gop hath 
raised him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved. For, with the 
heart man believeth unto righ- 
teousness, and with the moutg 
confession is made unto salva- 
tion ; fur the scripture saith, 
whosoever believeth on him 
shall not be ashamed.” 

The retribution awarded then 
| by the supreme Judge to those 
jon his right hand, of eternal 
| lite, is not suspended on their 
| perfect obedience to the law, 
' but on their receiving the gos- 
pel; and to those on his left 
‘hand, of eternal death, is not 
suspended on their disobe- 
'dience to the law, “but on 
their rejecting the gospel. The 
whole language of Gop to 
sinners, and his whole treat- 
ment of them, in time, and at 
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this truth, that theyare in a new 
state of trial, under the dispen- 
sation of a covenant of #race, 
wholly different from that which 
they had under the covenant of 
worksin Adam theirhead ; under 
this, nothing short of sinless obe- 
dience, curing their whole state 
of trial, was required in order 
to their justification ; and the 
least deviation from perfect rec- 
titude would subject them to 
the threatened penalty of death : 
under that, the obedience of 
faith, which may and does con- 
sist with great remains of in- 
dwelling sin, and with many 
henious transgrcssions of the 
law, is all that is required of 
them in order to their justifica- 
tion. Perfect obedience, in- 
alced, is, and ever must be, their 
duty, but it is not necessary to 
their justification, because the 
meritorious ground of this is 
alone the perfect righteousness 
of Curisr received by faith. 

If Curistr had not died to 
make atonement for the sins of 
men, they must have been sen- 
tenced and punished as law- 
breakers, and not as unbelievers, 
and though they might believe 
many things, concerning Gop 
and themselves, their faith would 
be no better than the faith of 
devils, who also believe and | 
tremble. It could have no sort | 
of efficacy towards their justi- 
fication. Under such circum- 
stances, how could a holy and 
sin-hating Gop say to them, Ae 
that believeth shall be saved ?— 
Certainly, their faith would be 
no better than their unbelief. 
The faith of the Gospel does 
not justify as a virtue, though it 
is a faith that works by love. It 
justifies only as it unites the soul 
to Curist, and takes hold of | 
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his perfect rightcousness ; and 
this by Gop’s sovereign consti- 
tution and appointment. Apart 
from Crrist’s righteousness, 
faith, if it could) spring from 
perfect love, wonld avail nothing 
to our justification ; nor would 
the most perfect obedience, ever 
so long continued, avail any 


| thing to this; nothing can avail 


to this, but a sinless at fect 


id per 


| obedience, either personal or vi- 


carious. But if, on the suppo- 
sition that no atonement had 
been made for sin, Gop could 
not consistently say to the sons 
and daughters of Adam, * Jie 
that believe» shall be saved,” 
how can he say this, in terms 
the most unlimited and univer- 
sal,on the supposition that atone- 
ment has been made for a cer- 
tain definite number, short of 
the whole, of his sons and daugh- 
ters? Faith in the blood of 
Curist would be impossible to 
those miserable mortals for 
whom it was not shed ; and if 
faith in such were ever so pos- 
sible, and ever so pure and 
strong in its actings, it could 
give no interest in Curuist’s 
atonement and righteousness, 
because, by the supposition, they 
were not, -in the counsels of 
Gop, designed for them, and 
did not embrace them: but 
if it could give no interest in 
Curist’s atonement and right- 
eousness, it could avail nothing 
towards their justification and 
salvation ; for that atonement 
and righteousness are the only 
meritorious cause of a sinner’s 
justification and salvation. Cer- 
tainly, then, for Gop, in his 
word, and by his ministering ser- 
vants, to say to such among 
others, he that believeth shall be 
saved, would be to sport, not 
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only with their misery, but with 
truth itself: either of these im- 
putations we repel with, Gop 
forbid |! The conclusion seems 
inevitable. a complete atoremem 
is made for the sins ot all men. 
Let us therefore behold the 
Lamp of Gop which taketh 
away the sin of the world. 


, eet 
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numbers established, if 
we mistake not, the truth of our 
doctrine, that Curist by his 
death hath made atonement for 
the sins of all men, so that the 
Jaw objects not to the salvation 
of ail, on condition they are but 
willing to peccive it, by decla- 
rations of Scripture—by the 
universality of the Gospel offe: 
—by the aggravated guilt of 
Gospel sinners—and by the ten- 
or of the sentence of the final 
Judge, we shall now, as propos- 
ed, attempt to answefsome ob- 
jeetions, which have occurred 
to this scheme of doctrine. 

It may be objected, that if 
complete atonement is made 
for the sins of all men, then 
justice requires the salvation of 
all men ; but it is certain from 
the scriptures that all men will 
not be saved. It is admitted, 
as a certain and awful truth, that 
all men will not be saved; but 
itis not admitted, that justice 
requires the salvation of all men, 
on the supposition that com- 
plete atonement is made for the 
sins of all. Itis pertinent to 
remark, in this place, that this 
proposition has never yet been 
proved to be true, and after all 
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the proof which has been addv- 
ced of the atonement, we are 
not Bound to prove it false: ney. 
ertheless, it may be seasonable 
to make a few observations UD- 
on it. Whoever assumes the 
position. that justice requires 
the salvation of all raen, sup- 
posing complete atonement js 
made for all, must doit probably 
from false views of the nature 
of the atonement. If the atone- 
ment of CuristT were @ trans- 


fer of guilt from the principal 


to the substitute, so that the sin- 
ner became innocent, and the 
substitute guilty; and, at the 


/same time, the perfect right- 


eousness of the substitute should 
become in all respects, the per- 
sonal rizhteousness of the prin- 
cipal, it would follow from the 
doctrine, that complete atone- 
ment is tnade for the sins of all 
men, that all men will be saved: 
because, the principal, in that 
case would be in the same state, 
as if he had never sinned ; and 
had been perfectly obedient 
through the state of trial. But 
the possibility of a transfer ei- 
ther of sin or righteousness 
from one to another has never 
yet been shewn ; and it is per- 
fectly certain, it never will. 
The natural good or evil attach- 
ed to these personal qualities, 
may be transferred ; aid in the 
salvation of men they certainly 
are ; the substitute endures ‘Ae 
curse of sin. and the principal 
enjoys the life of righteousness. 
But the former never ceases to 
be innocent, and the latter never 
ceases to be guilty. On the 
supposition of a transfer of sin 
and righteousness in the re- 
demption of men, CurisT 
would have been the greatest 
sinner in the universe ;_ his 
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guilt would have been equiva- 
lent to the accumulated guilt of 
all men; and he would have 
deserved to be made a curse, as 
in fact he was; and the sinner 
would have deserved eternal 
life, as far as a creature, by per- 
fect obedience, could deserve 
good at the hand of Gop. Cer- 
tainly, eternal life would not be 
of grace, so properly. as of debt, 
at least it would be of debt in 
the sense, in which it would be 
possible for Gop to be in debt 
to acreature. There would be 
acongruity or fitness in the be- 
stowment of eternal life, result- 
ine from his personal character 
as righteous in the sight of 
Gop. On this idea of the a- 
tonement, indeed, there would 
be grace in the impetration, but 
none at all, in the application of 
redemption. We are however 
told that grace reigns, through 
righteousness, unto eternal lile. 
by Jesus Curist our Lorp. 
Salvation is of grace from the 
foundation to the top stone. 
“ By grace are ye saved through 


it is the gift of Gop. ‘he pro- 
duction of faith in the heart is 
the work of the Spirit of Gop ; 
it belongs to the application of 


redemption, and not to its im- | 


petration ; and it is the gift of 
Gop as much as Curisr him- 
self isso. If Curisr’s right- 
eousness were so transferred to 
us, as to become our personal 
righteousness, it is difficult to 
sce how grace should reign 
through righteousness. {t 
would, in that case, be rather 
Jitness than grace that would 
reign through righteousness un- 
to eternal life. The idea of 
grace reigning through right- 
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ble solecism upon any other 
plan, than that which supposes, 
that the sinner’s guilt is for ever 
his own, and the righteousness 
of Curist is for ever his own. 
The former, on this ground 
dlone can be justified as ungodly, 
and the latter suffer as inno- 
cent. On this ground alone 
can the representatives of the 
universal church sing, “ Thou 
art worthy, for thou wast slain.” 
If he was slain as a sinner we 
should never have heard this 
song. or have seen the record 
of it. Again, 

If the atonement of Cuarist 
were Stricily the fiayment of the 
sinner’s debt, due to divine jus- 
tice, and the righteousness of 
CuristT were the price laid down 
for heaven, according to the lan- 
guage of the world in the pur- 
chase and transfer of property, 
here’s one, and there’s ’tother, 
as some eminent divines have 
incautiously expressed them- 
selves, on this subject ; then, 
also, it might follow from the 
position, that complete atone- 
ment is made for the sins of all 
men, that all men will be saved. 
Indeed, there is so much analo- 
gy between this great concern 
of man’s redemption, by the 
blood and righteousness of 
Curistr, and the payment of 
debis, and the purchase of inhe- 
ritances amongst men, that the 
Spirit of Gop, in condescension 
to our weakness, borrows terms 
from those common transactions 
to represent it, as he does from 
other sensible objects to repre- 
sent other spiritual things; but 
though this mode of representa- 
tion is, when used, accommoda- 
ted to our apprehensions, yet 
caution is necessary, that we do 





eousness, must be an Inexplica- 


not trace the analogy too minute- 
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ly ; for this may be, and often 
4s, the occasion of dangerous er- 
rors, and probably has been, and 
sti!! is, on the important point in 
quesion. Thus the blood of 


Cunisr is catied the price of our | 


redemption from the dominion 
of Satan, and the prison of des- 
pair ; and his obedience as what 
reinvests us in the purchased 
possession, which by our sins 
we had forfeited and lost ; but 
it is still most evident, that these 
expressions and allusions must 
be limited by the nature ef the 
subiect. We are suid to be 
boucht with a price, aml thence 
an argument is raised, why we 
should glorify Gop in onr body 
and in our spirit, (viz.) that we 
are Gop’s; but we are no more 
the property of Gop after the 
purchase than before : the rimht 
cf the Creator in his creature 
is absolutely perfect, and can nei- 
ther be increased nor diminish- 
ed. Our obligation to serve him, 
indeed, is enhanced by being 
bought with so inestimable a 
price, 4s that of the precious 
blood of Curis, but this arises 


from the endeared expression of 


the rood will of Gop towards us 
gn our redemption, rather than 
from our becoming more the 
property of Gop than before. — 
When we pay a stipulated price 
for acommodity the seller is be- 
‘core our debtor, to make it over, 
amd put us In possession, we 
ho ves claimon him grounded 
Wo tustice 3 and if Cuuist has, 
by bis atonement and righteous- 
“tess, in @ literal sense, paid the 
sinner’s debt, and redeemed the 
forfeited possession of heaven, 
Gop would, it is conceived, be- 
céme his debtor, and would be 
bound in justice to save the sin- 
acr from hell, and to secure to 
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him the heavenly inheritance ; 
and this, whether he repented 
and believed or not, the price 
being paid, the sinner would be 
under no obligations to repent, 
xclicve, or obey, in order to per- 
fect his claim of exemption from 
hell, and his title to heaven ; 
whatever obligations he might 
be under to do these, as a crea- 
ture of Gop. All the Odligation 
would, by this scheme, be shifted 
from the creature, to the Cree- 
But doubtless the case is 
far otherwise : so far indeed, 
that it is plainly imposstle for 
the Creator, in any supposable 
cast, to be a cebtor to the crea- 
ture. “% Forof him, and thro’ 
him, and to lim, are ail things.” 
He may, indeed, bind himself to 
the creature, by promise, in or- 
der to afford him a strong con- 
solation ; but that would, by no 
means, make hina a debtor to 
the creature ; but, on the con- 
trary, would make the creature 
still more a debtor to him. He 
would be bound by his truth, 
but no stronger, than he was, 
prior to such promise, bound by 
his wisdom and goodness. Even 
the sacrifice amd obedience 
of the man Curisr JEsus, 
though infinitely pleasing to 
Gop, could not make Gop 
his debtor ; having undertaken 
to work out our salvation, he 
could do no less than fulfil all 
righteousness ; this he was 
bound to do, as invincibly as any 
other creature is bound to bis 
duty ; and had he failed of this, 
he would have failed, not only 
of achieving our salvation, but 
also his own salvation, as a crea- 
ture. Such failure indeed was 
impossible, not from indefecta- 
bility in him as a creature, but 
from the promise and oath of 
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Gop to uphold him, and to give 
him the victcry. Even his obe- 
dience unto death was not a 
work of supererogation, it con- 
tained no fund of merit to pur- 
chase Gop’s favor, either for 
himself o° his people; it only 
became fit and proper that Gon, 
as the reward of his obedience, 
should give him and thera, on 
his account, a crown of eterna! 
life. Strictly speaking, not even 
he could claim it of Gop as his 
debtor. 
‘{ To be continucc?. | 
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The Necessity of a Revelation to 
instruct sinful Men in tie Mo- 
ral Charavier of God. 


A N Apostle tells us, that 


“ Life andimmortality are 
brought to light by Jesus Christ 
through the gospel,” doubtless 
meaning a future and immortal 
state of existence and rewords 
beyond the grave. Whetherwe 
should have known the certainty 
of a future life, or have had any 
just conceptions of the moral 
character of God without a reve- 
lation, is altogether uncertain ; 
for whatever evidence there may 
be of these truths in nature, it 
is altogether uncertain, whether 
depraved creatures would have 
made any use of it, unless com- 
pelled to inquiry by higher evi- 
dence from heaven. ‘The word 
Gospel, is used by the Apostle 
in its most large signification, 
for the whole Christian Scrip- 
tures ; and not confined to the 
Evangelists, whose books we of- 
ten call the GospELs, in distinc- 
tion from the other sacred wri- 
tings. It is the canon of revela- 
tion, contained in the Old and 
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New Testaments, which reveals 
to us the whole mystery of di- 
vine counsel concerning men, 
from their creation to the end of 
time, after which, eternal re- 
wards will be appointed to all, 
according to the deeds done in 
the body. 

Both Testaments, the Old and 
New, are parts of this revelation 
equally important ; they are his- 
torics of the divine government 
and of the human character, in 
the diffcrent periods of the great 
zraofredemption. The truths 
and erents, doctrines and insti- 
tutions of each, are so connected, 
that they furnish mutual evi- 
dence of their divine authority, 
and issue in the completion of 
the same giorious, holy and hap- 
py kingdom, to the praise of the 
riches of divine grace. So that 
if either of the Testaments be 
discredited, it will in a great 
measure, destroy our evidence 
for the divine truth of the other, 
and cast obscurity over the whole 
revelation, which is now perspi- 
cuous, and meets every candid 
and serious inquirer, with irre- 
sistible evidence of its origin in 
the infinite truth, wisdom and 
grace of God. 

The whole is called the Gos- 
pel, because each part reveals 
truths essential in the scheme 
and completion of redemption ; 
and also, because the Lord Jesus 
Christ, as mediator, is the great 
prophet through whom all infor- 
mation comes from God to sin- 
ful men. ‘The Spirit of inspi- 
ration is his ; the Spirit of pro- 
phecy is his ; he gave the law 
in Paradise ; he gave the law on 
Sinai; and ail the inspired 
prophets and apostles were his 
servants, speaking in his name 
and by his Spirit. 
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meant by the Gospel, in which | 
life and immortality are brought 
to light, I return to the princi- 
pal purpose of this paper; which 
isto select some truths which 
all will allow to be of first im- 
portance ; and then to inquire, 
what evidence we should hive 
had of their certainty, if they 
were not taught by iofallible evi- 
dence in the Gospel. 

Virst, We cannot without a 
revelation be assured of a future 
existence. 

We know that a desire of im- 
mortality is natural to the hu- 
man mind; but there are other 
things as universally desired. 
which do not take place. I may 
give as an instance, the univer- 
sal desire to escape trouble and 
pain, in which, none were ever 
vet gratified. Soit may be said, 
the natural powers and capaci- 
ties of the mind indicate imimor- 
tality, and that the instruction 
Revi ae gained in this world is a proba- 
ble preparation for an eternal ac- 
tive existence ; but the asser- 
tion of a probability by the gen- 
eral reasoning of weak men, 
and such evidence as settles the 











event, are two different things ; 
and the latter is only found tn 


i Discard this Gospel, reject these 
Paaee holy scriptures, and all is dread- 


J : 2 . 
ful uncertainty whether our ¢ex- | 
- ; 


istence will not close the next 
hour, never to be revived. Every 
Ht reader hath tasted the pleasure of 
existence. helives, and desiresit ; 
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mind ina sweet assurance of the | 


the revelation of Jesus Christ. | 











but cast away this revelation, 
and there is no assurance but 
that the next moment he will 
sink inio nothing. Nor will it 
4 be sulicient to say, the general | 
opinion of men, hath been tha 
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Having described what is{ there is an existence after death, 


for without a divine evidence 
men may be mistaken in their 
general opinions. It is further 
provable, that the general opin- 
ion originated by the gospel rev. 
elation, from. which traces of 
knowledge have been spread by 
intercourse and tradition among 
the heathen nations, If thiee 
nad never been a revelation, 
hey would have remained in 
the doleful opinion, that death 
closes existence. We find that 
many of those, who reject the 
gospel revelation, fall into the 
gloomy notion that our exis- 
‘ence ceases with the death of 
the body. While we pity the 
heathen. who have not the 
means of instruction ; we may 
be astonished at the stupidity 
into which sinful minds some- 
times tall where there is precious 
evidence of the truth. Their 
dislike of the holy doctrines and 
duues of religion is so great, 
‘hat rather than admit them, 
they will forezo the evidence 
of a future being ; they will 
resist those desires of nature to 
exis!, which are found in every 
latelligen’ creature, racher than 
serve God, keep his command- 
ments, and obey the calls of his 
grace. What greater evilence 
can there be of the exceeding 
sinfulness of a depraved heart 
where restraint from God is 
withdrawn ? ‘Thus gloomy and 
evil sre the opinions of Infidel 
ty. so that we shouid thinka 
socii! heart must shudder at the 
though: of imbibing ticm. 
Perhaps some who believe in 
a future and immortal life, have 
not attended to this point. Pal- 
ling habitually, by education and 
the common consent of men 


around them, into a belief of a 
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future life ; they have supposed 
that natural evidence and human 
reasoning can establish — this 
point; but they ought to be in- 
formed, that it is scriptural evi- 
dence only, on which we can dk - 
pend. There may be othe 

sources of argument, but such 
alone are insufficient.  Spiris 
do not converse with us after the 
body is dead; and we see al 

objects around us, both anima! 
and vegetable, dying without a 
return to life ; and ifthe gospel 
had not brought life and immor- 
tality to light, what conclusive 
evidence would there be, that 
man lives longer than these ? 
I: is allowed, that the opinion of 
a future existence, altho’ above 
resson is notinconsistent with 1'; 
but itis a weak evidence of a fu- 
ture event lo say, merely, that it 
is not inconsistent with the dic- 
tates of ourreason. If we were 
to pursue the subject no farther, 
it proves that those who renounce 
the revelation of Jesus Christ, 
have fallen into most uncomfort- 
able opinions. They have cut 
themselves off from permanent 
prospects either of moral or in- 
tellectual cnjoyments, and have 
thrown away a certainty of the 
mind’s existence, that the body 
and its appetites may revel in 
momentary sensual indulgen- 
ces. 

Secondly, Without the Gos- 
pel of Christ, men would not 
have known the moral character 
and perfections of God. 

If unacquainted with his mo- 
ral character, they must of 
course have been ignorant of 
the principles and end of his 
government ; of the harmony. 
fitness and wisdom of his Pro- 
vidence ; of a moral law ; the 
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vice ; and of the rewards ar- 
pointed to their conduct. Just 
ideas of the Supreme character 
stand at the bottom of all true 
conceptions on these subjects. 
If it be allowed, as is probably 
the fact, that there is a degree 
of natural evidence, in the ci ea- 
tion and government of things, 
for the moral rectitude and good- 
nest of the Creator ; if we even 
allow it to be such as holy be- 
ings would find sufficient to lead 
them into right opinions of the 
Godhead ; yet it cannot thence 
be interred, that depraved men 
would ever make such a use of 
this evidence, as to learn the 
true nature of divine holiness, 
justice, truth, goodness and 
mercy. This natural evidence 
is to be collected from the im- 
mense field of the divine works, 
and requires a_ persevering 
thoughtfulness and diligence, 
not to be expected in those, who 
have no taste for moral subjects, 
and no delight in a holy charac- 
ter. Also, the truth is to be 
reconciled to many appearaces 
and events, which at first view, 
to our limited apprehensions, 
are contradictory. Add to this, 
the depraved heart, being un- 
friendly, and wishing to deny 
the divine holiness, step by step, 
would oppose the evidence of 
his rectitude. We know that 
the influence of an evil heart, to 
bias men’s opinions, is very 
great, in cases where there are 
fewer difficulties than in this 
subject. Although the works of 
the Lord show his eternal power 
and Godhead, and his provi- 
dence is always just, holy and 
good ; the judgment, by an evil 
heart, is prejudiced against his 
true character, and wishes to 
hide rather than to search it out. 
Oo 
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Hence comes the great diff- 
culty, which hath been and still 
continues, to retain the true 
(.0d in the knowledge of men, 
even with all the aid of this re- 
velation from himself ;—a reve- 
lation introduced by the most 
stupendous miracles; ra'ified by 
uncommon works ol Providence, 
which were designed to give it 
wuthority ; continually inculca- 
ted by ail the Christtan means 


and institutions, and the infla- , 


ence of education, instruction 
and government. Although the 
wrnorance of the heathen Is cri- 
minal, and renders them guilty 
in the sight of God, because it 
atises from the resistance of 
their evil hearts, to the natural 
evidence which they have of di- 
vine holiness and their own duty; 
yet this doth not aiter the point 
we are considering. The point 
is, Whether without a revelation 
men would have known the mo- 
ral character and perfections of 
Ged. Look on all the heathen 
world, and see the proof of this 
truth. See them worshipping 
stocks and stones, the works of 
men’s hands ; and mingling 
their adoration ef the sun, moon 
and stars, with a worship of the 


most loathsome reptiles that | 


creep on the ground. So gro- 
veling in its conceptions is the 
ignorant depravity of men, that 
it becomes tedious to a Chris- 
lian, even to read the impure, 
confused and fantastic notions 
which the heathen had of their 
gods, and the worship which 
they yielded tothem. A sum- 
mary account of heathen depra- 
vity, folly and vice, is given by 
the apostle Paul, in the first 
chapter of his epistle to the 
Romans, which every one may 
read at his leisure ; and all pro- 
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fane accounts have conspired to 
strengthen, this description, ang 
assure us, that men do not like 
to retain the moral character o| 
God in their knowledge. 
Further, The moral charac. 
| ter of a supreme ruler, and the 
| principles and end of his govern. 
ment, are subjects so nearly con- 
nected,that ignorance or errone- 
| ous ideas of one, necessarily sub- 
ject the othertoobscurity. Igno- 
ropce of divine holiness leaves 
' the mind in doubt, wheiher God 
will govern his works on holy 
principlcs ; and whether by the 
administration of his providence, 
he will encourage virtue or vice. 
We, therefore, find in all the 
heathen nations, even while 
they acknowledge a supreme 
being, the most gross miscon- 
ceptions of the nature, and de- 
sign of his government. The 
perfect rectitude of God, and 
the great moral principles of 
his government have, alike,gone 
out of their view. While, in 
their darkened conceptions, they 
made his nature like to the crea- 
tures, and to their own sinful 
minds ; they ascribed to him the 
same passions, and even the 
| same appetites as are found in 
sensual and wicked men. From 
the same impure source, they 
drew the principles of his gov- 
ernment, the ends of his provi- 
dential agency, the causes of his 
displeasure and punishment, and 
the means of pleasing him and 
procuring his protection. 
Further, Ignorance of God's 
moral character must be follow- 
ed with ignorance of the law. 
The law is a transcript of the 
will and moral character of the 
lawgiver, containing the rule of 
his administration, judgments 








and rewards ; and of the dutics 


SE EOS PE TOT GR BPS © 


a 


Se AONE: 


ERT OO REN aE > Ger re MSE ae enero: 


+ Oe SAO ee 
maa Lx 3 





i811.) to Iustruct 
expected from those to whom 
it is given. Hence, at all times, 
when men have lost sight of 
the holy nature of God, they 
have discarded or corrupted his 
laws, by substituting — their 
own vain imaginations and sin- 
ful desires, in the place of his 
word. They have taught for 
doctrine the commandments of 
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heightened above truth ; for we 
not only find it drawn by an in- 
spired apostle, but verified by 
the most faithful accounts, both 
ancient and modern, of those 
who have had opportunity to 
know heathen principles and 
manners. In christianized lands, 
where the holy character is 
known, which the great Jehovah 





snen 3 for divine precepts they 
have inculcated the desires of 
their own sinful hearts; and 
exchanged a holy and humble 
worship, for such services of 
scnsuality and superstition, as 
are more pleasing to human 
corruption. 

Ignorance of the duties men 
owe to God, will be directly 
followed by a neglect and deni- 
al of the moral obligation they 
are under to each other ; and 
by all the immoralities which 
destroy social peace and safety, 
The apostle, therefore, in com- 
pleting the character of the 
Gentile, heathen world, in the 
first chapter of his epistle to the 
Romans, after he had described 
their ignorance of God’s moral 
character, and their unwilling- 
nesstoretain himin their knowl- 
edge, gives an awful list of the 
sins with which, in conse- 
quence, their hearts were filled 
against each other. Thus, are 
those filled with the most horrid 
affections of an evil heart, and 
with destructive vices, who have 
lost a sense of the true 
character of God. Having no 
true apprehensions of a holy 
and supreme governor, or of 
a moral law and obligation to any 
being whatever, the flame of 
wicked passions, and the rage of 
appetites hurry them into all the 
sins, which can gratify depraved 
hearts. This picture is not 








hath given of himself, itbecomes 
| the foundation on which a sys- 
| tem of moral sentiments is 
| built. The foundation is firm, 
| it is the necessary, the glorious, 
the unchangeable existence of 
God himself; and the sanctions 
of this system have an awful- 
ness which challenges attention, 
powerfully impels obedience, 
and hushes the passions and ap- 
petites into a state of restraint. 
A knowledge of divine holiness 
gives to the mind a sense of the 
fixedness there is in the laws of 
virtue, and distinguishes them 
from the dictates of sinful crea- 
tures. By the knowledge of 
right and wrong, of holiness and 
unholiness, which is drawn from 
the unchanging rectitude of God 
himself, the science .of morals 
among creatures becomes fixed 
and determinate ; and it is ap- 
plied to their own relations, in 
the family, in the neighborhood, 
in the nation, and in all the con- 
nexions of intelligent beings, 
who are capable of be:ag active 
in each other’s happiness or 
misery. 

Those who take no pains to 
study the Gospel, do still, from 
their very childhood, by all 
their intercourse in the society 
of christianized men, imbibe 
an idea of moral government, 
obligation, laws and rewards ; 
and in many cases, their prac- 
tice is sentimentally restrained, 
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while their hearts are still stran- 
gers to sanciifying grace. They 
too ofien ascribe that inform.- 
lion to the discovering energies 
of their own reason, which was 
drawn from the Gospel of. 
Christ, through the instrumen- 
tality of the means already men- 
tioned. How often do ungrate- 
ful disbelievers of the Christian 
scriptures, pride themselves in 
the knowledge they have ol 
moral subjects ; thence infer- 
ring that the reason of depraved 
men is sufficient, without a rev- 
elation, to direct them to their 
duty and their highest good ; 
while. they never would have 
known the little they do, if lite 
anc immortality had not been 
brought to light in the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. This revela- 
tion is the fountain, from which 
have issued, all correct ideas on 
moral subjects, relations, obli- 
gations, duties and rewards. 
Hence flow all the benefits of a 
civilized state ; hence the peace 
and safety of society, and the 
sweet refinements of social 
life. 

Although the scriptures do 
not contain a system of civil 
policy and rights, being given 
for an end infinitely more valu- 
able, the salvation of immortal 
souls ; yet, they do contain th: 
great principles of a scheme ot 
moral virtue, which being 
known and loved, nen will draw 
in'o use, for the benefit of all 
sociciles, from the family up to 
the empire, where mulutudes 
are connected in social bonds, 
relations and rights. 

‘Thus numerous and great are 
the beneficial effects of the 
Christian revelation. On ex- 
amining the subject thoroughly. 
we may find reason to conclude, 
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that from this as a principal 
means, have flowed the little 
degree of peace and moral- 
ity, which have been in the 
world, 

In the early ages, revelations 
were made to particular persens, 
by dreams, visions or other 
ways of inspiration, to be com- 
municated to men around them, 
us infinite wisdom saw to be 
necessary, for preserving in the 
world some knowledge of his 
own holy nature. When men 
had become very numerous on 

he earth, the wisdom of God 
saw fit to begin a sianding reve- 
lution committed to writing, and 
to the special care of a particu. 
lar nation. The church of {s- 
rac] were made keepers of the 
divine Oracles. Although the 
written revelation was commit- 
ted to the special care of this 
people, we have no reason to 
Suppose ils instruction was con- 
fined to them 3 nor because the 
ritual part of their worship was 
confined to them exclusively, 
can we determine that much 
useful knowledge, on great mor- 
al subjects, was not communicae 
ted toother people. Gross as the 
notions of the heathen were, at 
the time of Christ’s coming, on 
the subjects of worship, obliga- 
tion and dury ; they would heve 
been sunk into much deeper iz- 
norance, if there had wor been 
in Israel. a knowledge of the 
true God and his law. There 
is every reason to suppose, that 
certain ancient heathen wrrers 
on morality, which infidelity 
wishes to compare with the dl- 
sine Oracles, although they will 
scarcely bear a comparison with 
the meanest Christian wil'ely 
did still derive all their excel- 


lence from some knowledge of 
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Moses and the prophets. As 
books were then obtained wita 
great difficulty, it was the cus- 


tom of ticir moral philoso- 
phers, to travel from couniry to 
country for information; and 
through this means the Jewish 
scriptures afforded a glimmer- 
ing of light to the heathen. 
When the canon of scripture be- 
came complete, and Christian 
ministers received a commission 
to go and teach all nations ; the 
light of revelation on the moral 
character of God, and all other 
important subjects connected 
with it, bad a wide spread. 

‘The scriptural doctrines were 
taught, almost through the 
whole world then known, and 
many pagan rites of worship 
fell before them. Although al! 
the nations did not becom: 
Christian, and it was only a very 
few persons, in many of them, 
who obtained correct notions of 
the Christian morality, and its 
high source in the being and 
perfections of a most holy God ; 
yet this was alight superior to 
all others,andacheck on the dark- 
ness of depravity. A revelation 
from God, with the institutions 
it contains, is the means of all 
that is right, just, wise and good 
inthe opinions of sinful men. 
Whatever natural evidence there 
ison these subjects, althoughit 
be sufficient to constitute men 
guilty in the sight of a holy 
God, because their opposition 
to it arises from « sinful heart ; 
it never would, without a revela- 
tion, have been sufficient to pre- 
serve, in a degenerate world, a 
knowledge of God’s moral char- 
acter and of moral duty; anda 
knowledge of these being lost, 
every destroying vice mus' 
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cease from the earth.—Thus 
valuzble for the interests of time, 
4s well as for eternal life, are 
the boly scriptures, which all 
of us, by living in a Christian 
land, have received as an inher- 
tance. hese. with the inform- 
ation they give of God and his 
kingdom ; of our duty and our 
interests, for time and eternity, 
are a most precious birth-right. 
Consider the abject state we 
should have been in without 
them, under the slavery of sin 
and darkness, and our own de- 
praved passions and appetites. 
How miserable and exposed 
is the condition of those, who 
have no assurance of an exis- 
‘ence after the close of this life ; 
who are in a great measure ig- 
norant of God’s moral character; 
of the principles and great end 
of his government ; of his law 
and its eternal sanctions ! Great, 
indeed, is the privilege of know- 
ing the scriptures! But great 
iS it is, there are some, who 
madly reject them ; and all are 
chargeable with negligence in 
their search for truth and duty. 
If any who read, have been 
tempicd to disesteem the holy 
scriptures, let them consider to 
what this impiety tends. It is 
risking the interests, both of this 
and a future world ; and a step 
bick towards all the ignorance 
and cruelty of a barbarous state. 
iis becoming doubtful of God’s 
moral character and govern- 
ment, and of that mutual obli- 
gation between men, by which 
crimes are prevented, and social 
virtues encouraged. If any 
think that by rejecting the holy 
scriptures, they are freed from 
a Yesiraint, that js burdensome 
to their sinful desires ; let them 





reign, and every social duty 


reflect that the appetites and pas- 
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sions they wish to cherish by in- 
dulgence, will naturaily lead 
them to pains more severe than 
the restraint ; and that for the 
privilege of indulging ihem- 
selves in crimes against others, 
they are exposed to the violence 
of all their fellow sinncrs, whose 
hearts are filled with the same 
death-bearing passions. Those, 
who will neglect the light of 
God’s word, that they may 
have the pleasure of sinning ; 
should remember that they 
stake themselves against ‘all | 
the art, and revenge, and | 
cruel deeds of a sinful race, 
who are as well versed as them- 
selves, in the principles of mis- 
chicf. But the danger doth 
mot stop here, for they have op- 
posed themselves to Almighty 
power, justice and vengeance, 
which will burn for ever. 
Cc. W. 
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TITHE. following piece is well cal- 
culated to warn men of the dan- 
ger of temptation. In the word 
of God, invisible, wicked agents, 
Satan and his angels, are repre- 
sented as having an instrumental 








agency, in the sins of men.--They 
were tempters in the first apos- 
tacy, and in the same wicked 
manner, have endeavored to se- 
<luce all the posterity of Adam ; 
and to prevent the execution and 
application of a glorious scheme 
of grace. Similar representations 
on this subject are made, both in 
the Qld and New Testament. 
This agency of evil spirits hath 
been believed, by all the orthodox, 
m every age, of the Christian 
church. 

We are sensible that this opinion is 





attacked by Infidels, designing 
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thereby to destroy the Credibility 
of the sacred oracles. Many 
modern Infidels, like the Saddu- 
ces of old, are ready to deny the 
exisience of angels and spirits, 
Whether good orevil ; and through 
this influence, some who profess 
to believe the holy scriptures, 
have been too easily inclined to 
disbelieve a fact, which is clearly 
testified in the word of God.— 
Another purpose, which the en- 
emies of religion mean to subserve 
by this, is to keep the invisible 
world wholly out of men’s views, 
by which means a wide door is 
opened, for the quiet practice of 
ail iniquities. 

To impute all the sins of men, 
to the temptations of invisible 
agents, would be false ; for the 
natural principles of the human 
heart are altogether sinful. The 
business of Satan and his angels, 
in their temptations, is not to im- 
plant new principles of sin in the 
heart ; but, to draw into exercise 
those which already exist. Whol- 
ly to deny the agency of evil 
spirits in the wickedness of man- 
kind, is both untrue aad danger- 
ous. } Ep. 
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S Satan, in the form of a 
serpent, was the great in- 
strument in deceiving and des- 
troying mankind,so when Christ 
was promised, it was foretold, 
that be should bruise the scr- 
pent’s head, or, as the apostle 
says, destroy the works of the 
devil. Accordingly it appears 
from the whole tenor of scrip- 
ture, and the whole history of 
the church of God, that Satan 
has constantly employed all his 


powerand subtilty, to counteract 


and defeat the design of Christ 
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in every thing he has done and 
suffered for the salvation of sin- 
ners. He tempted Cain to slay 
Abel his brother. He drew off 
the greatest part of the first m- 
habitants of the world from the 
worship cf the true God, and 
prepared them for a_ general 
destruction. He betrayed the 
inhabitants of the new world in- 
to the grossest idolatry. He 
introduced the same sins into 
Jacob’s family, and the nation 
of the Jews, after they became 
a visible church. But he made 
the most bold and artful attempts 
to prevent the salvation of sin- 
ners, when Christ actually ap- 
peared in the flesh, and visibly 
entered upon the great work of 
redemption. He was permitted 
to lead him into the wilderness 
and tempted him forty days. He 
raised up both the civil and re- 
higious authority of the nation 
to oppose him. He put it into 
the heart of Judas to betray him. 
te met him in the garden with 
his infernal powers to intimidate 
him. And he finally became 
instrumental of his death on the 
cross. But he more privately 
opposed Christ and his cause, 
while he was preaching the gos- 
pel, and working miracles. A 
particular instance of this kind 
of opposition is recorded by the 
evangelist. The very next day 
after Christ had been upon the 
mount of transfiguration, a cer- 
tain man brought te him a son, 
whom Satan had possessed and 
greatly afflicted. The account 
is as follows: “ And it came to 
pass, that on the next day, when 
they were come down from the 
hill, much people met him ; and 
behold, a man of the company 
cried out, saying, Master, I 
beseech thee, look upon my son, 
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for he is my only child, and, Io, 
a spirit taketh him, and he sud- 
denly crieth out ; and it teareth 
him that he foameth again ; and 
bruising him, hardly departeth 
from him. <Ané I besought thy 
disciples to cast him out ; and 
they could not. And Jesus an- 
swering, said, O faithless and 
perverse generation, how long 
shall I be wh you and suffer 


you? Bring thy son hither. And 


as he was yet coming, the devil 
threw him down and tare him.” 
It seems Satan meant to prevent 
his coming to Christ for healing, 
and would have destroyed his 
life for the purpose. The evan- 
relist Mark gives the following 
representation of the case: 
* And the spirit cried, and rent 
him sore, and came out of him = 


-and he was as one dead ; inso- 
/much that many said, He is 
| dead.”” 


But Luke tells us, that 
“ Jesus rebuked the unclean 


spirit, and healed the child, and 


delivered him again unto his fa- 
ther.” Whether Christ did 


‘any thing more than heal his 


natural malady is not here said ; 
but we know, that he often sanc- 


| tified and pardoned those, whom 


he cured of bodily disorders. 
And itis not very improbable, 
that Satan feared he would do 
both for this man’s son, which 
instigated him to exert such 


| great efforts to prevent hrs com- 


ing to Christ. He was alarm- 
ed at his coming to Christ, eith- 
er for temporal or spiritual bles- 
sings, and he did all he could 
to prevent it. Nor have we 
any reason to believe, that Satan 
is less alarmed at this day, 
when he sees men coming to 
Christ, or is less disposed to 
prevent their coming. It is 
then a serious truth ; 
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That Satan endeavors to pre- 
vent men’s coming to Christ. 

It is designed in this paper, 
to show, first, that Satan does 
endeavor to prevent men’s com- 
ing to Christ ; and then why he 
does it. 

First, Satan endeavorsto pre- 
vent men, in every way, Where- 
in they may be said to come 
to Christ. While Christ was 
upon earth, he endeavored to 
prevent men’s coming to him. 
for the cure of their badily dis- 
eases ; and now he endeavors 
to prevent their coming to him 
for any other favors. In par- 
ticular, 

1. He endeavors to prevent 
men’s embracing the gospel. 
and in that way coming to Christ 
for salvation. He knows that if 
men embrace the gospel of 
Christ, they will obtain pardon 
and eternal life. Tor Christ 
has said, * All that the Father 
giveth me shall come to me ; 
and whosoever cometh to me, I 
will in no wise cast out.” This 


alarms Satan when he sees men’ 


flocking to hear, understand and 
embrace the gospel. He there- 
fore uses every artifice to pre- 
vent men from going to hear 
the gospel, and if they go, to 
prevent their understanding and 
believing it. It is said in the 
parable of the sowers, “* When 
any one heareth the word of the 
kingdom, and understandeth it 
not, then cometh the wicked 
one, and catcheth away that 
which was sown in the heart : 
this is he that received seed by 
the way-side.” And agreeably 
with this, the aposile says, 
“ But if our gospel be hic, it is 
hid to them that be lost: in 
whom the god of this world 
hath blinded the minds of them 








that believe not, Icst the lizht 
of the glorious gospel of Christ, 
whois the image of the invisi- 
ble God, should shine unto 
them.” Sutan endeavors to pre- 
vent men from going to hear 
the word of God; by turning 
their attention to some other bu- 
siness. He ende.vors, when 
they do go, to dissipate their 
thoughts, and fill their minds 
with prejudice against divine 
truth. And he endeavors, when 
they do go, and hear, and feel, 
to fill their minds with hard 
thoughts of Christ, and per- 
suade them to believe, that he 
will not save them, if they do 
apply to him for pardoning mer- 
cy. He leaves no method in 
his power unemployed to pre- 
vent men from going to Christ ; 
he endeavors to prevent their 
taking one step towards him, 
and in every step they take, he 
throws all the impediments in 
the way, that he has subtilty to 
devise. 

2. He endeavors to prevent 
men’s coming to Christ, as his 
professed friends. When he 
cannot prevent their cordially 
embracing the gospel, and be- 
coming really reconciled to 
Christ, he still endeavors to 
prevent their naming his name, 
and binding themselves to pro- 
mote his cause and kingdom in 
the earth. He knows a public 
profession of religion gives 
true believers great advantage 
to grow in grace, and to employ 
their talents and influence for 
the support of true religion. 
And this he wishes to prevent. 
And accordingly he exerts all 
his artifices to keep them in 
darkness and doubts about the 
state of their souls. He tries 
to make them believe, that all 
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they have seen and felt in regard 
to their souls’ concerns was a 
mere delusion, and that it would 
be very dangerous to themselves 
and to the cause of Christ, for 
them to make a public profes- 
sion of religion. And if they 
begin to think of coming anc 
naming the name of Christ, he 
doubles his exertions to make 
them delay for the present,and so 
gains an advantage against them 
to delay longer andlonger. And 
he may often succeed in these 
attempts to prevent real belicv- 
ers from coming to Christ, and 
appearing publicly and advan- 
tageously on his side. 

S. Satan endeavors to pre- 
vent the sincere professors of 
religion from coming to Christ 
in their private devotions.— 
Whether they read, or meditate, 
or pray, he endeavors to con- 
fuse and perplex their minds at 
such seasons ; and if he cannot 
prevent their stated perform- 
ance of external duty, he will 
still try to destroy their internal 
devotion. How often have 
Christians found unexpected and 
unaccountable embarrassments 
in their attempts to draw near to 
Christ in the duties, which he 
hath enjoined upon them? Such 
embarrassments are undoubted- 
ly often owing to the great ad- 
versary of souls, who wishes to 
molest and disturb the friends 
of Christ, in every duty, which 
tends to strengthen their hands 
and encourage their hearts in 
his service. Besides, 

4. He never fails to use his 
utmost influence to prevent true 
believers from coming to Christ, 
and holding communion with 
him at his table. It was at the 
sacrament that Satan entered in- 
to the heart of Judas, and tempt- 

Vou. IV NO. 8. 
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ed him to betray his master. 
Satan now knows that the sa- 
crament is the most sacred and 
most precious institution, which 
Christ has appointed, in order 
to enjoy communion with him 
and one another, and to unite 
their hearts and hands to pro- 
mote the interest of his 
kingdom. Hence when he sees 
the friends of Christ coming to 
his table, or actually come, he 
at such atime above all others, 
desires to come among them, 
and disturb their minds, distract 
their thoughts, and cool their 
devout affections. This he 
knows will tend to wound their 
feelings, increase their doubts, 
discourage their hearts, and 
weaken their hands. Thus 
there is reason to believe, that 
Satan endeavors to prevent 
men from coming to Christ, 
both externally and internally. 
And he most vigorously exerts 
his influence to dothis, when he 
sees them the most engaged to 
come to Christ. For he knows, 
that if they -do really come, 
in any way, it will weaken his 
destructive influence over their 
minds. 

This leads me to show, 

Secondly, why Satan endeav- 
ors to prevent men from com- 
ing to Christ. And here it may 
be observed, 

1. It is because he is an ene- 
my to God. Ever since his first 
apostacy, he has remained an ir- 
reconcilable enemy to that God 
whom he once loved supremely, 
and from whom he has receiveda 
sentence of eternal punish- 
ment. He nowhates all theper- 


-fections, all the creatures, all the 


works, and all the designs of 

God. He knows the heart of 

God is set upon the salvation of 
Pp 
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sinners, which makes him de- 
sire above all things to prevent 
their salvation. Ele knows, that 
the mouths of millions will be 
opened in the praise of God, 
when they arrive to heaven ; and 
cannot bear the thought, that the 
being whom he perfectly hates 
should receive the adoration 
and praise of all the redeemed 
from among men. He knows, 
thet ifhe can prevent them from 
coming to Christ, he can pre- 


vent them from ever glorifying | 


and praising their Maker. If 
he cannot prevent this in whole, 
he wishes to prevent it in part ; 
and a groundless hope of some 
success animates al] his exertions 
to prevent men from coming. 

2. He endeavors to do this, 
because he is an enemy to Christ, 
whom God. has appointed as the 
great agent to destroy his works, 
and subvert his kingdom.— 
There is no one person in the 
universe whom Satan hates so 
much as he does Christ. Christ 
has done him the most harm; 
and is engaged to bruise his head, 
and defeat all his malevolent pur- 
poses. Hence, when Christ 
makes peculiar exertions to 
build up his own kingdom, he 
means to make peculiar exer- 
tions to defeat his design. If 
Christ sends forth sowers to sow 
the seed of truth ; Satan means 
to catch away the seed sown in 
the hearts of the hearers. If 
Christ sends forth men to preach 
and maintain the pure doctrines 
of the gospel ; Satan means to 
sow the tares of error and delu- 
sion, and in this way prevent 
men from embracing and pro- 
fessing the truth, and from act- 
ing agreeably toit. He is na- 
turally prompted to do this from 
his. enmity, and he heartily de- 
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sires to prevent Christ from see- 
ing the travail of his soul, and 
reaping the rewards of his suf- 
ferings, by the conversion and 
salvation of sinners. And, 

3. Satan endeavors to pre- 
vent men from coming to 
Christ, because he is an ene- 
my to their souls. His malevo- 
lent heart prompts him to go 
about as a roaring lion seekin 
whom he may destroy. The 
holiness and: happiness of oth- 
ers give him pain, and there- 
fore he desires to. prevent man- 
kind from obtaining either holi- 
ness or happiness, and wishes 
to keep them in a state of sin 
and misery forever. Nothing 
can be more crossing to his 
selfish heart, than to see those, 
who had been in the same con- 
demnation with himself, deliv- 
ered from the wrath to come, 
and prepared to-sing the song of 
Moses and of the Lamb, in the 
final overthrow of all the incor- 
rigible enemies of God. He 
wishes, therefore, to blind, se- 
duce, and destroy as many of 
mankind as he possibly can. 

A. Z. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE CON- 


NECTICUT MAGAZINE. 


[THE writer of the following let- 
ter was anative, and an inhabitant 
of Branford in this state. He was 
a Major in one of the two Con- 
necticut Regiments which were 
raised and sent to the northward 
in the first year of the French 
war. Ehe Commandant of the 
Regiment to which he belonged 
was Col. Whiting of New Haven. 
Major Foot died at the army, of 
the Lake Fever, about six weeks 
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after the date of this letter, aged | 


thirty-seven. In the tumult of 
the camp, he could not forget his 
divine Saviour.’ He was, hope- 
fully, made a ‘subject of divine 
grace in the great revival of re- 
ligion in 1741, and 42.} 


Flatts, four miles above Albany, 
3d September, 1755. 


MY DEAR WIFE, 


N aletter from you, you fear- 
ed I had forgot you. This 


is the third letter I have wrote | 


you this week. ‘This is not a 
sien that I forget you. I 
am at Gol. Schuyler’s, waiting 
for a guard, for it -is not reckon- 
ed safe to go alone. 

Iam in a very poor state of 
health, I guess it is owing to 
Jesuit’s bark, taken to break fe- 
ver-and-ague fits ; or else to the 
almost constant fogs that arise 
every morning from the river. 
Iam very much relaxed, flushes 
of fever often in a day,—much 
exercised with head-ache. If I 
was at home, should quite give 
-outy—but I keep about as much 
as I can. Iam tenderly looked 
after; go where I will, andtreated 
very kindly. I have every thing 
I want, but your company.— 
But, however, am very well con- 
tented. The Comforter that 
should relieve my soul, is not far 
off. I cannot give any guess 
when I shall.come home, if ever. 
I would have you cast all your 
care, and roll all your burdens on 
God; he will support you. Is 
he not better to you than any 
earthly friend ? Iam sure he is 
to me. When dejected, he 
raises me up ; when fainting, he 
gives me most refreshing cor- 
dials ; when thirsty, he gives 
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me the water of life ; when hun- 
gry, he gives me angels’ food ; 
when all things around me look 
dark and gloomy, ‘he cheers me 
with heavenly light ; when the 
world frowns, he smiles; when 
streams dry up, he leads me to 
the fountain. Ch, he is light 
in darkness, joy in sorrow, com- 
pany (yea, the very best) in sol- 


‘itude, the best physician in sick- 


ness, his cure is certain, and 
always in the best time. He 
often gives preventing medicine; 
and, how kind is this! Brings on 
a fever to prevent a lethargy ; 
raises a storm, and thereby hur- 
ries one of from” dangerous 
rocks or shoals ; sends affiic- 
tions and trials of various kinds 
to prevent sin; carries into dan- 
ger, that he may fly for our re- 
lief ; beats down props, that the 
soul may lean only on 
the Lord. And thus, a kind 
God, (infinitely kind,) quickens, 
comforts, casts down, raises up, 
cleanses, purifies, meetens, pre- 
pares, and ripens his children 
for glory. How many are the 
methods, and how sweet are 
they, that God takes to prepare 
his people for the enjoyment of 
himself ! And as soon as any 
one is fitted for it, he is, imme- 
diately, brought to glory. Now, 
is not this kind ? God does ‘not 
want to keep his children any 
longer inthis troublesome world, 
than is necessaryto prepare them 
for heaven. And how shall we 
not love God supremely, and 
cleave to him for ever? Is-he 
not infinitely amiable, and has 
he not done every thing to en- 
dear himself ? Oh, when I cease 
to love God, may my pulse for- 
get to beat, and the purple fluid 
cease to flow. God, in Christ, 
is my life, my food, my drink, 
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meiicine, health, wealth, friend, 
support, my portion, and my all 
in al!. And, for my part, what- 
ever others do, I may, I must, 
and, grace helping, will serve 
the Loid. Indeed, | don’t know 
why I should not ; for he is the 
best master, the kindest father, 
the surest friend, the most faith- 
ful guide, the nearest resort, the 
most wise, willing, and power- 
ful assistant. 

Oh, none but Christ, none but 
Christ ! His laws are liberty, his 
service is freedom, his yoke 
easy, his cross welcome, his bur- 
den light, his commands holy, 
his company sweet, his presence 
delightful, his smiles heaven, 
his children the only excellent 
of the earth, his words sweeter 
than honey or the honey comb, 
his threatenings just, his prom- 
ises sure, his providence holy, 
his comforts ravishing ; yea, he 
is infinitely and superlatively 
lovely. ‘his is my beloved, and 
this is my friend. And now 
blame me, if you can, for filling 
every letter with talk about Je- 
sus, and his love and grace. I 
could dwell for ever on this de- 
lightful theme. 

J have no news worth relating. 
Nothing remarkable has hap- 
pened since my last. It is re- 
ported, however, that as three 
of our Connecticut soldiers 
were tencing the fat oxen, the 
Indians came upon them, killed 
one, took one a prisoner, and 
wounded the other. Who they 
were I know not. Itis said that 
Gen. Shirly will, very soon, 
attack one of the French forts 
at Oswego ; either that at Cat- 
taragui, or Niagara. He has 
three vessels constantly cruising 
about the lake, as you may see 
in the York paper of the Ist 
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instant. But ’tis now nine o’clock, 
I will lie down and rest my poor, 
crazy body, if God pleases, and 
to-morrow, I may perhaps write 
more. And so, a good night to 
you, and the dear children, and 
to dear friends. 

Thursday morning. Slept 
comfortably, hope you had a 
good night, my dear, and free- 
dom this motining to pour out 
your whole soul to God. Iam 
very poor and pained to-day, but 
tis all well; because, as to 
health, it it as God would have 
it. And Oh, that in the temper 
of my mind, and tenor of my 
life, I were wholly conformed 
to God, the only way of happi- 
ness. A few queries that you 
and I may put to our own hearts. 
And O my soul, can any thing 
content thee, when God is ab- 
sent ? And when God is near, 
though in across, (if there can 
bea cross where God is,) art 
thou not happy ? Art thou con- 
tent with the bare performance 
of duties? When thou hast 
seen the Lord, didst thou not 
wish the whole world might 
join in the same glorious sight ? 
Art thou divorced from the law 
aS a covenant, and drawn to 
obedience by gospel motives ? 
When strengthened to take 
heaven by storm and holy vio- 
lence, dost thou find that Christ 
is thy strength as well as righ- 
teousness ? In thy best frame, 
dost thou esteem all mercies, 
only on Christ’s account ? Can 
nothing satisfy conscience but 
that which satisfies justice, 7. ¢. 
the blood of Christ ? Canst thou 
ever forget the day and hour 
when God first broke down thy 
towering pride, and gained a 
full and complete victory over 
thy heart? ‘And then how 
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sweetly did thy whole soul 
cleave to the Lord, asa satis- 
fying portion ? Is the power and 
presence of sin the greatest bur- 
then ? Dost thou long for de- 
liverance ? Dost thou cry out 
for hard bondage? Art thou 
willing to pass through the Red 
Sea, through the wilderness, 
through any trouble that shall 
pursue thee? Dost thou so love 
Christ, so sensibly feel thy love 
to him, as to make thee loath and 
abhor thyself? Whenever God 
discovers thy pardon, Oh, how 
do tears of joy flow down like a 
river! Does a sense of pardon 
sweetly melt thy heart ? Where 
do you first run in a strait ? 
Can you ever forget the prom- 
ise that he drops as honey in‘o 
thy heart? Art thou, in thine 
own esteem, a beast, a vile mon- 
sier ? Canst thou, whatever shall 
become of thee, wish well to 
Zion, and joy in her prosperity ? 
Dost thou admire God’s love to 
others, even though thyself 
should be a cast-away? To 
come yet lower,—Dost thou 
grieve for want of grace? And 
weep for want of love? Art 
thou well pleased that Christ 
and free grace should be exal- 
ted in the salvation of some? 
And, once more, couldst thou 
rejoice to be a footstool, on 
which grace might rise? And, 
to have done, wouldst thou part 
with thy interest in Christ for 
a thousand worlds? for any 
thing? for every thing the 
world can give ? 

But, my dear, you will be ti- 
red with reading and I with 
writing ; so must bid you fare- 
well for the present.—I just 
now had news that the man kil- 
led, mentioned above, was an 
Indian that belonged to Capt. 
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Pierce’s company.—Have news , 
now, that Gen. Johnson said, 
last Tuesday, thatthe affair 
should be decided within five 
weeks, so farewell, once more. 

Thursday night, 5th Septem- 
ber. Love to all friends ; pray 
that I may be strengthened to 
the battle, which it seems 
draws on. Well, just as God 
pleases. May be 1 shall write 
no more. If not remember, 
the Lord Jesus. 

Isaac Foor. 

P.S. In the morning I ex- 
pect to go to the army. Am 
much better in health, hope to 
get quite strong against the day 
of battle. The Lord is a man 
of war. 


— 


Mr. Epiror, 

I TRANSMIT to you, an ex- 
tract of a letter from a lady of 
eminent piety, in a distant part 
of New-England ; together with 
a plain address, which she wrote 
to her neighbors, in the town of 
her residence.—It is supposed, 
that this address was the means 
of seriousness in many per- 
sons. . 


Extract of a letter from Mrs. -—. 
“ AY not trials be called 
sweet, when they have 
been sanctified, as mine have 
been to me, I think I can say, 
for a year past.—l can see that 
all things, that were any thing 
of a trial to me, were blest as 
the means of my having grea- 
ter light, than I ever had be- 
fore. One truth after another 
has been opened to my view in 
a regular manner.—lIn this time, 
I have had high and exalting 






















" 
v 


10 
thoughts of God, beyond any 
' {1 ever had before. —I never saw, 

4 in this clear manner, how per- 
f fectly right and just he is, in all 

7 his ways and in all bis dealings 

i. toward me. Never before, did 

hi I have such little and abasing 

views of myself. I never be- 
fore, felt such a weanedness from 

the world and all thingsin it. I 

have been ready to say, at times, 

my God is all in all to me.—I 
think he has given me foretastes 
of heavenly joys, which can be 
described but in a faint manner. 

Since I wrote to the people, 

Christians have been stirred up, 
as I have not secn them be- 

Mfore, in this town. There 

§ appears to be a seriousness, and 
many converse on reliyion. 
People attend meeting, as they 
diave not before ; and many at- 
tend who have not done it for 
years, and there is greater har- 
mony among them.” 





;, 
Mrs. *s Address to her neigh- 

@ bors in the town of ler resi- 
dence. 


I nave solemn truthsto make 
known to people in this town. 
| o not be offended with me for 
doing it. I am moved to it, out 
of love, pity and distress which 
I feel for you, und a sense of its 
pbeing my duty. You cannot 
think it a pleasure to me, to hurt 
the feelings of any one in this 


i town ; for their treatment of me 
bi Bt has ever beenas kind as I could 
maa wish. My mind has been great- 
AP ape ly taken up with serious sub- 
| pa jects for nearly a year ; in this 


bid time, many things have been 
i made to appear tomy view, in a 
clear light, of which f before had 
but a faint idea. The enlarge- 
ment of soul, and the rich en- 
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joyment I have had, is beyond 
any thing I can express. { 
felt so joyful with the views I 
had, it made me in earnest in 
secking for more. I have kept 
this, chiefly, to myself; I have, 
when in company, endeavored 
to appear as common ; though, 
at times, it was difficult to con- 
ceal the feelings of my heart. 
Of late, I have let the state of 
my mind be fully known to Mr. 
, in hopes it might be some 
reticf, but no relief can I obtain, 
except I declare it to the world. 

My views, for a week past, 
have been distressing indeed ; 
and must I tell you what they 
are ? yes, I must; it has been 
made plain to me to be mv du- 
ty. You can have but a faint 
|idea of what I am about to tell 
you. I have had -sin and holi- 
uess set before my view, in a 
clear point of light. Oh, the 
awful view of sin ! I thought I 
knew something of it before, 
but next to nothing, to what 1 
do now ; it has given me sucha 
shock that it seems. as though 
my life must soon go, except it 
wears off, as trouble doth from 
the mind of one that has lost a 
near relation. I was shown, at 
this time, the beauty, glory and 
excellence there is in God, and 
his justice in punishing those 
that go on in their sins. No 
one will be saved that goeth on 
sinning against clear light and 
knowledge, and will not accept 
of the plan of salvation througha 
Redeemer. When] first had this 
view of sin, I felt greatly dis- 
tressed for people in this town; 
thinking that many are secure 
in their sins ; then for the whole 
world. Every appearance of 





evil gave me distress, and it 








seemed as though I could see the 
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iil effects of it, the whole time, 
in sornething. The least ac- 
tion in a child that was not 
picusant, was distressing to see. 
If those out of Christ saw 
themselves, as I now see them, 
they would not rest a moment, 
until they found a safe resting 
place in Jesus. Oh! why is 
this neglect in preparing for an- 
other world? Tell me, do you 
think this life too long to pre- 
pare for eternity ? If so, consid- 
er the meaning of the word 
eternity. Should you expect 
grain to grow, where there had 
not been any sown ? No more 
need you expect to get to heav- 
en, except you take a right 
course for it. If you was going 
a journey toa distant country, 
where you never was ; would 
you not be very particular to 
enquire the right way ? Of how 
much greater importance is it, 
that you do not mistake your 
way to glory ; its importance is 
so great that it cannot be once 
named. There is great encour- 
agement for those that will 
seek ; but where are the prom- 
ises for those that will not ? Isit 
not said in the scripture, “ lock 
unto me all ye ends of the earth 
and be ye saved?” In another 
place, * many are called, but few 
chosen ;” why not saved ? doth 
this not show the reason ?. Christ 
says, * ye will not come unto me 
that ye might be saved ;” he also 
says, * seek and ye shall find, 
knock and it shall be opened 
unto you ;, come unto me all ye 
that are weary and heavy. laden, 
and I will give you rest.” We 
are called upon to forsake our 
sins, and goin the way of un- 
derstanding. Do let me ask 
those, that go on carelessly as to 
the concerns of their souls, 
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when they expect to set about 
this great work, and to prepare 
for eternity. If you should 
spend your whole lives in seek- 
ing, you will think your time 
has been short to do it in, when 
you come to the end of life. L 
do not mean by this that I think 
business must be laid by ; we 
know we are commanded to be 
diligent in business, fervent in. 
spirit, serving the Lord. We 
know it is not our hands that 
worship God, it must be our 
hearts. Ithink we can worship: 
him when at work. It is neces- 
sary that we take some time 
for reading, especially the Bible, 
which is able to make us wise 
unto salvation ; and also attend 
to public worship, if we can. 
God says, “ where two or three 
are gathered together, in my. 
name, there will I be in the 
midst of them.” Permit me to 
entreat you,’ who are not satisfi- 
ed that you are prepared for glo- 
ry, to follow my directions.— 
Read your Bibles, and then re- 
duce into practice, as far as 
you can, what that points out as 
being duty. You may say, that 
you understand but a little part 
of it. We are not to expect, 
when a child first begins to say 
his letters, that he can read ; no 
more are we to expect that we 
can fully understand the scrip- 
tures. Those truths, which are 
most essential to our salvation, 
are plain and easy to be under- 
stood ; and if we study them as 
we ought, they will, without 
doubt, be unfolded more and 
more unto us. Be much in 
prayer when about your work, 
seeking that your sins may be 
forgiven in and through Christ. 

Pray much that you may be 
kept from, sinning; and then 
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4 try to guard against it 5 or what 
; good can we expect our prayers 
+h |) will do! We are not to expect 
: that we can obtein salvation 
' 


ourselves, but we are comman- 
ded to seek, as much as if we 
could.—I hope 1 shall not wea- 
ry your patience ; I should not 


for the great desire I have, that 
all may come toa saving ac- 
quaintance with the Lord Jesus. 
It is iikely, Satan will try 
to make you think, that the 
views I have are nothing but 
conjecture ; if all the world 
was to say they were not, ] 
should not believe them any 
more than if they were to tell 
me, that the sun never shone. 
How happy and blest are they 
whose sins are covered, and to 
whom the Lord imputes not in- 
| iquity ! 
Bea ii It is my desire and prayer 








Risk He that you may all be brought to 
‘ ub say that this is your happy case. 
Panta | 
el 
‘rh Religious Intelligence. 
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Mi Ei i The conclusion of a Report of the 
Luabite! Standing Committee of iissions, 
el to the General Assembly of 
ae FY 
bets the American church, for 1811. 


THE Committee having na- 
med the missionaries, employed 
H the Jast year, and described the 

particular fields of their labor, 
' with their various success, con- 
clude as follows : 

“On a review of the state- 
ment of missionary labors pre- 
sented in this report, the fol- 

lowing facts appear : 

1. The demand for missiona- 
ry labor is great and increasing. 
The regions over which your 
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missionaries travel, are very 
extensive ; and, in most places, 
the inhabitants are cither so few 
in number, or so divided into 
different religious denomina- 
tions, Or sO poor in circumstan- 
ces, or so indispused to make 
the exertions necessary for set- 
tling ministers; that some 
years must elepse before the 
gospel and its ordinances can be 
established among them. If, 
therefore, they be at all suppli- 
ed with the bread of life, it 
must be by means of missiona- 
ries. 

It has often been observed, 
that if missionaries could be 
confined to less extensive dis- 
tricts of country, they might 
preach more frequently in the 
same places, and do more good, 
Were those whose services can 
be procured, more numerous, 
the plan suggested might be 
adopted ; smaller fields might 
be appropriated to each, and of 
course they would be better cul- 
tivated. But while the harvest 
is great, and the laborers are 
few, cither a part of the har- 
vest must perish, or the l:bor- 
ers must extend their exertions; 
either numerous and distant 
frontier settlements must be 
left without instruction, or your 
missionaries must continue to 
travel over wide tracts of coun- 
try. On the whole it appears 
best to occupy as largea re- 
gion as may be practicable, un- 
til the increase of missionaries, 
or the settlement of ministers 
in new congregations, make it 
proper to alter the present 
plan. In the mean time, the 
few occasional sermons preach- 
ed at each place, will serve to 
keep alive a sense of religion 
among the inhabitants, and pre- 
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serve them from falling into a 
state of heathenism. 

2. Your missionaries are cor- 
diaily received by the people to 
whom thcy are sent. There 
occur, now and then, exceptions 
to this general fact. In some 
few places, the people are so ut- 
terly regardless of religion, as to 
treat the messengers of peace 
with contempt, and make light 
of the tidings of salvation. But 
in general, the people are glad 
to receive them, and thankful to 
the Assembly for pitying their 
destitute situation. Many hail 
their approach with joy ; espe- 
cially those who formerly en- 
joyed the stated preaching of the 
gospel, but are now, by their 
removal from old to new setie- 
ments, deprived of it. ‘Then, 
While they heard it proclaimed ev- 
ery Lord’s day, they knewnotthe 
value of the blessing ; and some 
of them perhaps treated it with 
indifference. But providence 
has taught them its value, by 
taking itaway fromthem. Ivis 
painful to them to recollect 
their former privilege. With 
sorrow of heart, they compare 
the situation which they once 
enjoyed, when, on each return- 
ing Lord’s day, they could go 
up to the house of God, in 
company with his saints ; with 
their present condition, in which 
they are compelled to spend si- 
lent Sabbaths, and are seldom 
favored with an opportunity for 
meeting in public to worship 
God, and to hear his heavenly 
word. Such, with importunity, 
pray the General Assembly to 
remember their destitute and 
mournful condition, and conti- 
nue to send them the messages 
of divine grace. Their case 
calls for our compassion. Who 

Vor. IV NO. 8. 
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can turn a deaf ear to ther, 
while, in the anguish of their 
souls, they cry for aid, in the 
language of the Macedonian, 
v6 Come over, and help us ?” 

3. Considerable good has been 
bin by the Assembiy’s mis- 
slonaries, in the last year. The 
gospel has been preached to 
multitudes of people, dispersed 
Over extensive tracts of coun- 
tries, and destitute of the bless- 
ing of a stated ministry. Chil- 
dren and adults have been hap- 
tized, and a number of persons 
introduced to the full commun- 
ion of the church. The sacra- 
ment of our Lord’s supper has 
been administered in many pla- 
ces ; and the hearts of the pi- 
ous have been refreshed, by op- 
portunities thus afforded them 
for uniting in the commemora- 
tion of his dying love. Seve- 
ral new congregations have 
been formed; and a pleasing 
prospect opens, in various 
parts of the country, that many 
more will shortly be organized, 
capable of giving a comfortable 
support to a stated ministry. A 
divine power seems to have at- 
tended the preaching of your 
missionaries, in a number of 
places. Their hearers felt the 
penetrating energy of revealed 
truth, and were dissolved in 
tears. If the solemn impres- 
sions made on their minds,prove, 
in some cases, like the * morn- 
ing cloud and the early dew” 
which pass away; it may be 
reasonably expected, that, in 
other cases, they will issue in a 
sound conversion, and saving 
faith in Jesus Christ. 

If the Assembly take a re- 
trospective view of their mis- 
sionary exertions, since their 
camanencement, in 1789, they 
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will see, that the result is ben- 
eficial in a high degree. Re- 
gions that were then missionary 
ground, and where the scattered 
inhabitants beard only occasion- 
al sermons, are now thickly 
settled, and covered with res- 
nectable and flourishing con- 
wregations, enjoying the benefit 
of a stated ministry. and repay- 
ing charity received by them in 
their infant state, by contribu- 
ting to the support of missions. 
Presbyteries now appear. in 
districts in which were then 
seen only unconnected indi- 
viduals,. or, at best,.a solitary 
congregation: The wilderness 
has. blossomed as the rose. 
In regions where, afew years 
ago, was heard only the howl- 
ing of wild beasts, and the 
shouts of savage men, churches 
now assemble, in peace and love, 
to sing praises to God and his 
co-equal Son. 

4, Great encouragement is 
offered for the prosecution of 
missionary. labor, with increas- 
ing vigor.. Were no more 
given, than would arise from 
a kind reception of your. mis- 
sionaries by the people to whom 
they are sent, it should be deem- 
ed sufficient to proceed in this 


work of Christian benevolence... 


But thanks to our God, he 
bas favored his church with 
peace and success ; he has 
eowned her Jabor of love, and 
crowned it with his blessing. 
Let the church, then,.co on, 
with growing alacrity, in the 
missionary cause. Let her 
ministers unite, their counsels, 
spend a portion of their time, 
and exercise their talents, in 
the various ways that providence 
way intimate to be their duty, in 
helping on this great and benev- 
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olent work. Let her members 
lend the aid of their property ;. 
the rich, by casting into the 
treasury liberal donations, and 
the poor, the widow’s mite. Let 
all make the prosperity of the 
missionary cause an object of 
their earnest desires, and fer- 
vent and unceasing prayers. 
An attachment to it constitutes 
the glory. of Christendom, in 
the present day. At length the 
church, having awaked out of 
her deep sleep, hears the voice 
of her ascended Lord, com- 
manding,. Go, preach the vos- 
pel to all mations. She has 
commenced the great work ; 
a service well-pleasing to him 
to whom the Tather hath given, 
by. promise, the heathen for 
his inheritance,. and the utter- 
most parts of the earth for his 
possession. Her work of love, 
he hath rewarded. Since her 
compassionate concern for pa- 
gan nations and others destitute 
of the means of grace, she has 
been favored by Him, with a 
plentiful effusion of his Holy 
Spirit, and with numerous and 
important revivals of evangeli- 
cal religion, at home. The 
connexion between these happy 
events, and that missionary 
spirit’ which. pervades the 
church, is obvious. This spir- 
it has exhibited religion in a 
new,. strong and_ interesting 
point of light : it has served, 
by its active and benevolent 
exertions, te prove that religion 
is not a vision of the brain, but 
a glorious reality ; an energet- 
ic principle, not a mere form :. 
it has demonstrated, that reli- 
gion prompts to acts of compas- 
sion, beneficence, and charity, 
which can spring from no mo- 
lives less powerful than those. 
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which it addresses to the heart. 
Compassion for the case of be- 
nighted heathen, has led Chris- 
tizns to look with pity on the 
destitute and uninstructed at 
home. Missions to distant na- 
tions have been followed by a 
more extensive propagation of 
the gospel‘in Great Britain, than 
was ever known ‘before in that 
kingdom. And the same hap- 
py effects are likely to result, 
m this country, from missions 
to our frontier settlements and 
the Indian tribes. Pity for our 
fellow creatures at a distance 
from us, will excite pity for 
those who are nearer to us ; 
and measures for ‘supplying 
them with the means of grace 
and the bread of life, will -prob- 
ably be devised and executed. 
Indeed effects of this kind begin 
already to appear. 

But above all, we may count 
upon the blessing of God our 
Saviour. He will reward his 
people’s labor of love, and return 
their charity an hundred fold. 
He has promised to repay what 
is expended in feeding and clo- 
thing the poor; how ‘much 
more will he repay what ‘is laid 
out in supplying the famished 
with the bread of eternal life, and 
in diffusing around the benight- 
ed the ‘light of heaven? 

Confiding in the grace and 
promises of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, let us go on in the good 
work ; let us imitate the bright 
example of our fellow Christians 
in Great Britain ; Iet us regard 


it as a privilege that we may, by’ 


our property, our talents, and 
our prayers, assist in extending 
the kingdom of our exalted Sav- 
iour, among the inhabitants of 
our frontier settlements, the 
blacks, and the Indian nations. 
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And now “ unto him that hath 
loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in his own blood, and 
hath made us kings and priests 
unto God and his Father: to 
him be glory and dominion 
for ever and ever. AMEN.” 

——aat® <)> 

[BIOGRAPHICAL sketches, and 
short accounts of the religious ex- 
pericuce of Christians, are both 
instructive and. entertaining te 
most readers. While they ani- 
mate the pious; they also warn 
the sinful of the danger there is 
in a neglect of religion. 

The following account of the con- 
version of Barnet, an Indian, 6 
taken from the Report of the 
Board of Trust, of the Synod of 
Pittsburgh; who have the care 
of the Indian Missionary estab- 
‘lishment at Sandusky. Barnet 
was unacquainted with the Eng- 
lish language, and previously des- 
titute of the means of instruction. 
The accounts which he gave of 
his religious views and feelings, at 
sundry times, wiil carry their own 
evidence of his sincerity, to real 
Christians. Wilful deception, in 
such circumstances as this man 
was placed, cannot be suspected. 
Although the account he gave of 
his convictions and feelings, is 
plain and simple, containing noth- 
ing new to.pious people ; still, it 
shews, that a work of God’s Spi- 
rit on the heart, produces the 
same-effects in persons of every 
denomination, nation and condi- 
tion in life. They have similar 
views of their own condition by 
nature, the same humility under 
remaining sin, and the same de- 
sires for perfect holiness} Ep. 


“ ON the 7th of August, the 
Indian named Barnet, arrived 


ae 


















at the Cross Roads, from San- 
dusky : he appeared to be in 
great trouble, and impatient for 
an opportunity to communicate 
the exercises of his mind to the 
Board of Trust. 

A number of the trustees 
were collected, and went with 
him to Mr. George Foulks’, 
who understands the Wayandot 
language well. Barnet, through 
him, stated his case to the trus- 
tees as follows : 

He said that he was in great 
trouble about the state of his 
soul. His sins appeared very 
great, and his heart exceedingly 
bad. He desired the people of 
God to pray for him. 

He was impressed with the 
idea that he would not live long 
in this world, and he was afraid 
that when he was dead and gone, 
his children would live as the 
Indivns do, without the knowi- 
edge of God, and the way ol 
salvation through a Redeemer ; 
an! he wished to know whether 
we would take care of his chil- 
dren when he was gone. His 
experience had taught him, 
that he need not expect happi- 
ness in this world; he finds 
that he can do nothing good : he 
prays for salvation, but sees 
that God wil! never save him on 
account of his prayers, or any 
thing that he can do; but that 


\ he must be saved, by free mer- 
| cy, through Christ Jesus. Of- 
iat ten when he attemps to pray, 
BR his mind wanders, so that he 


cannot keep it fixed on God for 
three words. He expressed a 
great desire to be instructed in 
the nature of baptism ; said he 


14 had mentioned it to Mr. Badger, 

; but declined applying for bap- 

: jh ns tism, until he should come in 

; i and converse farther on the sub- 
ed ta) 
| 
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ject with some of the fathers, 
He said, he believed that bap- 
usm was an ordinance of Chrisi’s 
appointment, and that it was the 
duty of all Christians to be bap- 
tized, that they might thereby 
be helped to remember Christ ; 
and that he believed that all the 
benefits to be enjoyed by the 
use of this ordinance, must 
come to him through Jesus 
Christ. He expressed great 
fears of unfitness, viewed him- 
self unworthy of the name of a 
Christian, because he was so iz- 
norant of God, of the nature of 
the ordinance, and of many 
other things with which he 
ought to be acquainted. He 
felt himself to be such a poor, 
vile, unworthy sinner, that he 
did not know whether he could 
be admitted to the privilege of 
baptism or not. He suid he 
knew that God only could judge 
of his qualifications ; that he 
felt a great desire to receive the 
blessings of Christ, which he 
had purchased for sinners, as 
these blessings only could make 
him happy. He farther said 
that he could not trust his own 
heart, it was so deceitful, and 
so much dad init; but he had 
some hope that God would 
overcome ali his sins, and en- 
uble him to live right. He said 
it was his desire to state his case 
to his fathers, and leave it with 
them to say whether he might 
be baptized or not, and in case 
he was admitted, whether he 
might have his children bapu- 
zed at Sandusky. 

In the course of the conver- 
sation, when we were opening 
up the plan of salvation to him, 
he observed, that it appeared to 
him that God had led him all 
the way, on his journey from 
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Sandusky, and that he had en- 
tertained hopes of receiving 
benehi to his soul; but that 
wien he arrived at Mr. Macur- 
dy’s be surk under the appre- 
hension that he had done wrong 
jn coming, that his fathers 
could no: belp him, and that 
God was displeased with him. 
Bu: now he thanked God who 
hid beught him to hear these 
things ; said that he never knew 
before that Jesus died for the 
greatest sinners, for such great 
sinners as ic ; that he had long 
known that Jesus died to save 
his people; this however was 
no comfort to him, for his sins 
were so great, and his heart so 
vile, that he had thought that 
he couid not be saved. But 
now he understood that God 
would save him. (The Inter- 
preter observed to the Trustees, 
that he could not in the inter- 
pretation fully convey the very 
low, humble view which Barnet 
communicated to him of him- 
sell.) 

Afier a lengthy conversation 
with Barnet, on the gospel plan 
of salvation through Christ, 
and on the nature of the ordi- 
dance of baptism, and the man- 
ner in which it ought to be at- 
tended to, the Trustees were of 
opinion, that it was their duty 
to inform him that he would be 
admitted to the privilege of bap- 
tism, if he found freedom in his 
own mind respecting his right in 
the sight of God. It was left with 
himself to choose the time and 
place. After some deliberation, 
he replied that he would return 
with us to the Cross-Roads, and 
if be found his mind satisfied on 
the subject, he would intimate 
the same to Mr. Maeurdy on 
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dingly baptized on the next Sab- 
bath, at the Cross-Roads, in the 
presence of the congregation. 
He informed the Trustees, 
that he was much troubled about 
his relatives; in particular 
about four of them who listen- 
ed to the Seneca-prophet,* and 
are led astray by him. He had 
tried to convince them of 
their error, and to persuade 
them to forsake the prophet ; 
but finds that he can have no 
influence on theit minds. They 
appear in his view, to be bent 
on their own destruction. He 
is ata Joss to know whether he 
should say any thing more to 
them or not. 

He also informed us, that he 
has lost his disposition to hunt. 
When he is in the woods, his 
mind is uneasy ; he feels a de- 
sire to be at home with his fam- 
ily, where they may have op- 
portunity to hear the word of 
God preached, and learn to un- 
derstand what is in the bible ; 
and to teach his children, and 
keep them from doing wrong. 
He said also that his inclination 
to work increased ; he finds his 
mind most comfortable when 
he is working in his field, but 
at times, trough sickness and 
trouble of mind, he is rendered 
unable towork, orhunt. Then 
his wife, and others say that it 
is his trouble about sin, makes 
him sick, and that his children 
will perish for want of cloath- 
ing, if he does not hunt in or- 
der to provide some for them. 
These things he cannot deny ; 
for when he views himself, and 


RU 
* The Seneca-prophet isan artful 
impostor, and enemy of the Chris- 
tian religion, who hath obtained 
reat influence over a number of 





the next Sabbath, he was accor- 
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his wife, and children, all sin- 
ning and going wrong, ‘it trou- 
‘bles his mind so much, that he 
often feels sick ; and his children 
are scarce of clothes. 

He desired us to tell him 
whether Ged would have him to 
force himself out to the woods 
to hunt. 

We answered him that we 


thought it would, in present cir- 


cumstances, be his duty to 
work, and enlarge his field, 
that he might have as much 
corn to seH next year as would 
clothe his family ; and that we 
would scnd some cluthes to his 
children; that they might not 
suffer this winter. This prom- 
se has been fulfilled; many 
who saw him baptized, and oth- 
ers to whom the case was com- 
municated, contributed gener- 
ously for that purpose. 

About the first of January 
Jast, Barnet came in again with 
his family, and wife and three 
children. He appeared to be 
much troubled. After some 
time, Mr. Foulks, the interpre- 
ter, attended; and two of the 
Trustees had a lengthy con- 
versation with him, on the sub- 
ject of his difficulties, -which 
principally arose from. the bad- 
ness of his heart. Having ob- 


tained some satisfaction respec-’ 


ting himself, he informed us 
that he had brought in his chil- 
dren to dedicate them to God in 
‘paptism. After a free conver- 
sation with him on the nature 
of the ordinance, and answer- 
ing some objecttons which he 
brought forward from a sense of 
his unworthiness ; it was con- 
ciuded to baptize his children, 
on the next day, which was the 
3d Sabbath of January. <Ac- 
cordingly on the Sabbath, at 
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the Cross-Roads, aftcr sermon, 
Barnet, with all the appearances 
of solemnity and devotion, pre- 
senting his three children, Jo- 
seph, Sarah, and Elisha, they 
were baptized before a crowded 
and affected audience. The 
scene was truly interesting ; 
hard must be the heart which 
did not feel. 

He appeared unusually cheer- 
ful that evening, and told the in- 
terpreter, that he never felt so 
happy in his life; he slept 
scarcely any that night. He re- 
mained at the Cross Roads five 
weeks, and appeared mostly 
comfortable. 

He sat out for Sandusky on 
the last of February. Leaving 
his son Joseph to be instructed, 
and trained up for God, he ex- 
pressed a hope that he might 
hereafier be useful to his nation, 
in teaching them the good ways 
of God.” Thus far-the report, 
for the last year. 


[ The preceding part was taken 
from the Report for the year 
1810; what follows, from the 
Report of 1811. ] 

“ Barnet gives comfortable 
evidence that he is a subject of 
a werk of divine grace. Ofhis 
own and his children’s baptism, 
we have before reported ; last 
summer, about the end of June, 
he was admitted to full com- 
munion. 

Previously to his admission, 
he had a conversation with the 
Rev. George Scott, the sub- 


stance of which follows : 

Barnet said that he had much 
trouble of mind on account of 
the sinfulness of his heart, that 
he thought when he joined the 
church, and was baptized, 


he 
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would never sin any more as he 
had done. His feelings were 
then so interested in religion, 
that he thought he made a full 
and free dedication of himself 
to God, and hoped that. Jesus 
would make him his, and would 
accept of hitn, though he knew 
himself to be the most unwor- 
thy, and that he would conquer 
the evils of hisheart. For some 
time after this, he found a peace 
and satisfaction in Christ that he 
could not describe, and he 
thought he could give his 
whole life to the service of his 
Jesus. But afterward he found 
his heart began-again to be wick- 
ed; yet in all his trials he 
thought, if he was not deceived, 
he wanted to serve God, and to 
be entirely resigned to him ; 
but he found something within 


him that opposed all his desires | 


and resolutions. He _ could 
compare it to nothing, but to 
two constdntly fighting within 
him. He thoughtin reality he 
desired to love God, and to 
serve him; but his evil heart 
opposed it, and this so distress- 
ed him, that he sometimes 
thought he could not survive it. 

Mr. Scott then took his bible, 
and pointed out the 7th chapter 
to the Romans, and directed 
the interpreter to translate it to 
him. When he had done, Bar- 
net said that he could not have 
told his case. better than what 
was represented there ; and 
then inquired if that man was a 
Christian. On being answered 
in the affirmative, he said, he 
now hoped that Jesus would yet 
think of his case, and free him 
from this evil. He said he had 
a desire to commune with his 
brothers in the sacrament, and 
had come in to the settle- 





Extract ff a Letter, &c. oi? 


ment for that purpose; but he 
could not think of doing this, 
unless he felt more clearness 
than he did at present. Mr. 
Scott then entered into a conver- 
sation. on the nature of the 
ordinance of the Lord’s Supper. 
Barnet said thatthe view he had 
of it, was, that it was designed 
to bring us in remembrance of 
the sufferings of Christ ; but he 
wished more information on the 
subject. Mr. Scott gave him a 
‘particular account of the nature,. 
end, and designs of the ordi- 
Nance. When:the time of the 


communion arrived, Barnet went 


forward, behaved well, and ap- 
peared cheerful.” 


eet 


Extract of a letter received by a 
gentleman in Edinburgh, from 
one of the Directors of the Lon- 
don Society for promoting the 
conversion of the Jews to Chris- 
tianity. 


“ T wave the pleasure to in- 
form you that the Almighty 
seems to continue to smile upon 
our endeavors. We have now 
twenty-four. Jewish children in 
the charity school, some of whom: 
are indeed snatched as brands 
from the burning ; others ap- 
pear to have their minds pecu- 
liarly affected with divine truths. 
W hat Christian can be informed, 
without the most lively sensa- 
tions, that the poor Jew boy, 
(mentioned in the Brief Report,) 
before he goes to bed, calls the 
children in the house together 
and goes to prayer with them, 
in such a manner, that it would 
make a Christian blush ! What 
Christian can’ read. the letters, 
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(copies of which I send you) 
from a Jewess,a child of thirteen 
years of age, to her mother and 
sister, both Jewesses, without 
being deeply affected on the be- 
half of God’s ancient people, 
and lamenting that so little bas 
been done for their instruction 


——=> 
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in Christianity ; in which case, 
through the divine blessing, ma- 
ny might now have been Israel. 
ites indeed, in whom there is no 
guile ; and others singing the 
praises of their God and Ke- 
deemer, in an upper and better 
world.” 
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FROM THE INSTRUCTOR. 
ON THE DEATH OF A YOU TH—sy a tapy. 


Anigv, thou dear one; o’er thy mournful bier 
Let soften’d sorrow drop the tender tear : 

But not such tears as poiguant anguish shed, 

W hen bleeding nature bath’d thy dying bed, 
When o’er thy pillow love parental hung 

To catch the last faint accents of thy tongue, 
To feel in thee the agonies of death, 

Admire thy patience and confirm thy faith. 

Ah ime! what torture must thy bosom wring 
W hen death approaching shews the serpent’s sting, 
Since ev’n his mildest, his most gentle dart, 
I'lies keenly pointed to the human heart. 

Tis thine, O death, to break the fondest ties, 
To blast the buds of sublunary joys: 

But tho’ thy gloom must worldly glory shroud, 
Religion paints a rain-bow in the cloud. 

Thy baneful influence knows not to destroy 
The blessed seeds of everlasting joy. 

One grain of vital piety is more 

Than regal state, or mines of golden ore. 

A filial union to the Ged of grace, 

‘The gracious smiles of a Redeemer’s face, 
Throw heavenly radiance ’round the fading form, 
Aud keep the soul collected in the storm. 
Mark the sweet influence of ‘the Heaventy dove ; 
The pangs that weaken nature, strengthen love, 
Does not its force the breaking heart expand : 
It reaches forth the cold and trembling hand ; 
Gives kind expression to the glazed eye, 

And says, or seems to say, I cannot die. 

Rise, happy spirit, clad in beams of light ; 
Hope in fruition lose, and faith in sight : 

In knowledge, truth and holiness improve, 
And rest for ever in the lap of love. 





